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THRU ¢ Commanding General, United States Avrmy, Vietnam,
: ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO San Francisco 96375
E ‘ Commander-in-Chief, United States Aymy Pacific

AP0 San Franciseo 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D, C., 20310

1, {S) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities,

af§)CGencral, At the beginning of the reporting period, large scale enzmy
attacks on major installations and c¢itles were still in propiress thrushout
the Republic of Vietnam. As a resnlt of tho Tet offensive, Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) forces assumed new missiona, construction projzcts in
vrogress werc delayed, new con truction was nacassitated, »lans to relocate
open, close, and convert camps wore deferred or cancellsd and thousands of
refugess were assisted. A more detailed summary CIDG activitiss during thg
Tst offonsive is given in paragraph 1c(6) of this report, However, the most
significani. sinsle action during the muarter occurred at Soecisl Forces camp
Lang Vei, (See inclosures §,6,7,and 8), The large scale attack that had
besn axpectzd occurred on 7 r.soruary whon a combined armor and infantry
attack overran the camp,, The attack marked the first tactical utilization
of tanks by the enemy in South Vietnam,

ORI E e e g Y

(1Y !Operations, Larpely, as = -result of the Tet offensive, operations
and results increased during the quarter as compared to the prev.ous period,
A total of 4,L08 company size operations were conducted during the aquarter,
A tobal of 24,92 enemv were lilled as compared to 2041 killed during the
previous reporting period and the numbsr captured increased from 228 to L57,
£lthough operatione and enemy casualties increased, the numbor of USASF
killed experienced a sipnificant decrease from 37 to 17, CIDG casualties
remained approximataly the same, The statistical data found at inclosure 2
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Svecial Forses Troup (Abn) for Pariod
Ending 30 April 1968, RC3 CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

T T W IRET

offers complete information on the operations conducted and the results
obtained dur...g e qaarter,.

boanm e AR ATET

(2) Changes in Status of CIDG Camps.

nET

(a) The Special Forces camp at Lang Vei was clos»d on 7 February as a -
result of “eing overrin, 2tachment B-LlL on Phuoc Quoc Island was closad
on 20 March,

(b) The camp on Phuoc Dune Island (A-LM1) which formerly containzd the
IV CTZ Trainin~ Center,commenced to convart to RF following the relocation of
the troining center to To Chau on 18 March, The conversion is expected to be
complated on 15 June 1968,

{¢) Two CIDG camps were opened during the reporting period, Katum (4-322)
on 21 February, and Thanh Tri (A-)1}) on 15 March, The assets from Prek Kilok
were redeployed to Katum and the assets from Moec Hoa wars redenloyed to
Thanh Tri,

(3) Training, As a result of the armor a*tack on Lang Vei, spceial
emphasis was placed on training the CIDG in the utilization of anti-tank
weapons., The recent increased emphasis on trainins activities is reflected
by the appearance of separate articles on the Recondo School and the VNSF
Training Center in the April issue of the Green Bereot Mapazine (See inclosure 9).

(4) A Special Report, the Development of the CING Proprapm, 196L - 1968 (U)
& was prepar o during the quarter and is contained at inclosursaﬁ.
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g b{R)Intelligence,
»;%, (1) As a direct result of tactical oporations and population control
B within Nha Trang city, the G-2 Section, VNSF, became overcrowded with both

e

prisoners and detainees during the firsi two days of the Tet offensive in
January and February 1968, Detention facilities were not available at either
VNSF or USASF areas; Khanh Hoa Sector Headquarters, where prisoners are
normully transferred; had ceased operationj most police, intelligence and
gsupport activities othe. than USASF, VNSF and the RVN National Police were
functioning marginally or had ceased operation and proper interrogations

were inpossible to conduct in the overcrowded Vior Headquarters, USASF
Counterintelligence personnel obtained the Provincial Interrogation Center for
the incarceration of the priscners, funding support from MACCORDS for the
Center's added logistical needs, and additional interrogators from the 55th
MID, MACCORNS and ('T Branch -“m‘so The removal of the prisoners and detainees
from the G-2 Section, VNSF allowed that section to return to normal operations,
allowed first priority access to key prisorers by USASF and VNSF; and provided
expeditious interrogation br using mumerous teams from the various agencies,
Proliminary Interrogation Reports were made immediately available to USASF,
VNSF and RVN National Police. The transfer would have not been possible
without the complete cooparation and assistance of the Khanh Hoa Province ICEX
Committee Chairman, who has stated that the transfer was instrumental in
enablihg the National Police to apprehend numerous terrorist and infrastructure
personalities during this period,

¥

Gl

(2) In cooperation with the newly created Spscial Onerations Section of
the G-2, VN3F, the CI Branch has initiated bilateral operations against the
local VC infrastructure, Khanh Hoa Province. To date, the VNSF have bean able
to recruit two infrastructure members. An adequate rmmber of arent personnel
have been recruited to initiate an early warning system around Nha Trang eity
a3 soon as commmnications equipment can be procured,

(3) Project Gamma.

(a) The control elament for Project Gamaa, previsusly referred to as
Detachment B-57, relocated from Saigon to the SFOB in Nhe Trang on 28 February,
The chamge in unit designation was effaoctive en 1 April. The wnit's mission
2 act as a collection element in support of Project Nantuckei remsined

wmchanged,

(v) Project Gamma presently operates with 18 persomnel from camps Due
Co and Duec Lap in II CTZ, Bu Dop, Loc Ninh, Thien Ngon, Tay Ninh and Duc Hue,
in III CTZ, Moc Hoa, and Cnau Doc in IV CTZ,

(c) Because of an acute shortapge of personnel which *s expected to
become critical by June, operations b Project Garmma are scheduled to be
terminated at Thien Npon, Duc Hue, and Moc Hoa, Ths personnel asseta from
these sites will be transferred to Duc Co, Duc Lap, and Loc Ninnh,

3.
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(LXJSwmary of Enemy Activity by Corps Tactical Zone,

(a) I CTZ, At the end of the last reporting period, approximately 20,000
ensmy troops were massed in NW Quang Tri Province and large scale attacks against
Special Forces Camp Lang Vei, Detachment A-101, and the Khe Sanh combat base
were anticipated at any time., 'The anticipated attack became & reality on 7
February when camp Lang Vei was overrun by & sround attack spearhcaded by
approximately 12 tanks, some of which weie identified as Soviet PT-76 amphiblous
models, At the close of the Tet offensive, enemy units withdrew into normally
secure areas to regroup, resupply, and receive replacements, The en-my increas:d
efforts to Improve and construct new lines of communications in the Ashau Valley
and south of Special Forces camp Kham Due, Detachment A-105, Over these routes
the enemy introdiuced a sipnificant amount of sephisticated weapons and equipment
into I CTZ, During this period of repienishing his forces, the enemy attempted
to avoid contact with friendly units. Enemy activity in Special Forces TAOR's
congisted of unit movement along infiltration poutes; however, very few largs
units remained within the TAOR's for any long periods of time., By early April,
only an estimated four combat effective enemy battalions remained in the vieinity
of Khe Sanh as the majority of the 325C and 30Lth NVA Divisions withdrew into
laos in front of the sweep operation conducted by elements of the lst Air
Cavalry Division. By the end of April, as a result of the buildup of enemy
forces near FWMAF key installations, indizations were that another general
offensive was soon to be lauvnched, Taxation of the local ponulace for rice
increased and there was a rise in propapanda incidents directed apainst GVN
contrglled areas, ARVN military families and Special Forces camps, The
presence ¢f the 31lst NVA Regiment near Thuong Duc (A-109), the 2nd NVA Division
conmand post and the 3rd Regiment, 2nd NVA Division pear Kham Tuc (A-105), and
the 1st (and possibly the 21st) NVA regiments near Tien Phuoc (A<102) posed
serious threats to the three camps as the quarter endecd.

{b) IL CTZ, During the Tet offensive, the enemy concentrated his combat
unius around the provincial capitals and population centers of I1 CTZ, Whenever
possible, the enemy employed local force and main force units as the initial
entry element; major NVA units were used as reinforcing and blocking elements
and in many cases did not engage in offensive activity. During this offensive,
the enemy made a serious error in judgment in expecting the civilian population
to rally to the cause of the VC, In almost every city in which VC/NVA gained
temporary control, civilian support was almost non-existent, and in all cases
the engmy suffered heavy losses, Enemy activity around 3pecial Forces camps
during the Tet offensive was at a minimum, This enabled many camp strike force
unites to be released for clearing operations in the cities, Camp Strike Force
and Mobile Strike Force units were deployed to the provincial cepitals of
Eontum, Fleiku, Ban Me Thuot, Qui Nhon, Nha Trang, Dalat and Phan Thiet,
Degpite the fact that none of these troops had received training in house-to-
house fighting, tne CIDG performed in an outstanding manner. Following the
Tet offensive, enemy units employed attacks by fire in order to effect an
orderly withdrawi. For the most part, local force and main force VG units
suffered the heaviest losses in personnel while NVA units suffered heavy losses

L
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in supplics and material. In the westerm highlands, the enemy concentrzted
his efforts on logistics and construction, Reports of road building began

to increase and by late March it was apparent that the eneny was capable of
deploying along an NVA road network that extended out of the tri-horder area

&3 far east as camp Polei Kleng and 2g far south &5 the lower Tlei Trap Valley.
From early February to mid March, SF caup Ben Het was the tarpet of almosi
continious mortar and rocket attacks, however, construction of the new SF camp
continued and by late March enemy uniis began to withdraw from the area, The
enerty attempted to isolate the major population senters of western TL CT? by
encircling the cities and interdicting lines of communication, Attacks by
fire W2came a standard tactic with the probable obhjective of sivansulating the
econgny in th: urban areas and thereby raising prices and disaflecting the
population from the GVN, The enemy’s continued presence around popriation
ceuters, however, made his base camps vulnerable to fricndly airstrikes and
aweep operations. By late March, most major NVA wunits were forced to withdraw
to more secure buss areas. Enemy units in the coastal provinces suifered hesvy
losses during the Tet offensive, Infiltration of personnel and supplies to
these units gontinued with high priority going to elements of the NT-3 NVA
Division, By late April main force and local “orce units wers back np to
pre-Tet strength levels. Following the Tet offensive, there was a major
reorganization of the B.3 front as evidenced by the mowemant of the 32nd NVA
regiment into Darlac Province, the infiltration of a new repiment into the
western highlands, and numerous reports of change of comand in other NVA wunits.
At the present time, all NVA units continue to avcid malcr contaect while
regrouping and resupplying for & possibls second of fongive in IT CTZ, At the
end of the reporting period, SF camps Ben Het, Dak To, Dak Fek, Polei Kleng,
and Due Lap were under threat of attacks varyine 4n intensity from harassment
attacks by fire to large scale attacks by multi-regiment esnemy torces,

(¢i IIL CTZ, At the close of the Tet offensive enemy units were
concentrated in the central areas of the Corps and away from the SF camps
which are located along the border, The enemy forces sustzined heavy casualties
during and immedistely following Tet when allied units hepan conducting
extensive sweep operations. The VG/FVA withdrew to locations morth of the
cspital military district and avoided all possible contact in attempts to
regroup and refit his units, The failure of the Vietnamese popuilace to come
to the aild of the Viet Geng forced the enemy to rely upon the infiltration of
suppling and persormel. Enemy forces then followsd a policy of trying o
isolate allied base camps and CIDG camps by intensifying the numbers of
attacks by fire, They iniroduced the 107mm rocket in addition to the 122mm
and 14Omm rockets slready in use. For £ limited period of time; this tsctic
wuz partially effective in that it anflicted casualties uvor allied Torces with
little risk of enemy losses, On 26 February an operation from Ben Soi, A.321,
sstablished contact near the Cambodian border with an estimated enemy battalion
which was accompanied by threo T-3L tanks and a possible quad-50 mounted on a
helf track, The SF element disabled one tank with a M-72 LAW, Along the
northern border, SF camns came under repsated artillery fire as the enemy
stepped up resupply and replacement operations, Enemy forces were infiltrated

COMF IDENT AL
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in vast numbers through the Bu Gai Map repion of Phuoc Long Province,
northeastern War Zene C of Tay Ninh Province, and from Ba Thu in Cambodia
through Hau Nghia Prevainee, HQ ILFFV reported that in the two months immediately
following Tet, 5500 enemy personnel infiltrated into IIT CTZ - s considerable
increase over the previous 1500 per month, In areas between Bu Dop, A-3l1,
and Loc Ninh, A.331, SF cperations contacted NVA forces using vehiclee along
recently constructed rcads, To the east of Song Be, B-3l, a well traveled
enemy road, which ran south from the Cambodian border to the vicinity of GVN
Hiphway 1L, was discovercd, Free world forcas ran extensive reconnaisance
missions in the area to direct airstrikes and artillery on enemv bage camps
and avenues of approach. Results were such that the enemy was temporarily
impedad in his efforts to supoly units in central III CTZ, At the present
time the enemy is confirmed as having somewhat less than 50,000 troops in II1
CTZ, to include administrative personnel., The maiority of enemy units are
nnderstrength, yated .narginally to non.combat effective, With the equivalent
of less than 20 fully combat effective maneuver battalions, the enemy is not
considered capable of launching any major Corps-wide offensive; he is gquite
capable, however, of concentrating a n'mber of fornes in one area for the
purpose of targeting & spacific objective, such as Bien lloa - Long Binh
complex, SF camps located in proximity to enemy infiltration routes are
expected to be subjected to continuing attacks by fire while sunplies and
personnel are transported throupgh the area. 7Tre disnosition of the 9th VC
Division and its subordinate regiments north of the Michelin Plantation
threaten the security of Camp Minh Thanh A.322, althouph it is believed that
the enemy units here are extremely weak and will attemnt to avoid all possible
contact with allied forces. Build ups of unidentified nersonnel and increasing
terrorigt and propaganda activities in nort“ern Binh Long Province vnee a
possible, but improbable, threat to Hon Quan, B-33, and Loec Ninh, A-331,
Reported plans “or future attacks on distriet and prorincial capitals in
western IIT CTZ probably also include diversionary attacts on Dne Hoa, B-3%,
and its two subordinate A detachments, In other areas the enamr can be
expected to continue with occasional small scale attacks and/or probtws in
addition to repeated attacks by fire, utilizing racc 1lless rifles, mortares,
RPMGs, and rockets to inflict as much dama~e as poss osle without the risk of
losing troops in contact with SF elements,

{d} IV CTZ., During the Tet offensive, whi~h bepan on 30 January and
extended into February coordinated enemy attacks were launched against
province and district capitals and other heavily nopulated areas, Cities in
which Special Fercees camps are located and which came under heavy fire and
ground atiacks during the Tet offensive include Chau Doc (Detachmant R.h2),

Coo Lanh {Detachment B-43), Moc Hoa {Detacvment B-41), and Can Tho (Detachment
C.44)o In Dinh Tuong Province the enemy continued to maintaim the equivalent of
four combat effective battalions, Spectal Forces camos My Phoue Tay, A-111,
znd My Dien II, A.)16, were furthor threatened by the introdustion of the 120mm
mortar by the 263rd main forre battailcn, Friendly uperations coni.cted in

the province were probibly responsible for the lack of eneny rsctivity agalnst
the SF camps., These operations were continually successful i inilicting

COMFIDENTIAL
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heavy casualties on the enemy and in discovering of large enemy weapons cache
sites, The largest cunfirmed enemy unit in Kien Tuong Province continues to
be the EON4th local force battalion which cperates generally in the Moc Hoa,
Detachment B.-L41, area, Unconfirmed reports indicate the possible existence
of one battalion northwest of M¢c Hoa nhar the Cambodian berder and another
bstlalion southesst of Kinh Quan 1T, A-L12, Although unconfirmed, their
possibla presence poses an additional threat to these Special Forces camps.
Cag Lanh; B-L3, continunrs to be threatene! by the 702nd battalion; however,
several unconfimmed reports of the 572nd battalion in the area indicates an
incregsed threat of an cnemy offansive against Cao Lanh, The 512th local
force tattalion is reported to be operating near the Chau Doc Privince/Cambodian
border area Reports raceived during the Tat offensive indicated the presence
of a 510th and S11lth battalion in thc Chau Doc area, The recent movement of
the Dong IT ‘repiment and its subordinate elements, the 303rd and the 30%9th
main force battalion, from Chourg Thien Province into Phong Dinh Province has
increased the threat of attack against Can Tho, The 307th battalion, which
reportedly participated in attacks against Can Tho city during Tet, and the
Tay Do local force battalion continues to opsrate in the province. The enemy
in Phong Dinh Province also recently acquired a 129 mm nmortar -rapability,
thusz increasing this offensive capabilities even mo=e, Enemy forces throughout
the IV CTZ are currently recruiting, training, and resupplying their forces,
possibly in preparation for a second general offens” - expected to take place
in the near future.
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T b i PV R AR

¢. Summary of Simificant

ﬁ

erz2tions,
LS

(1XQI CTZ, Tet offensive activities for the most part had little effect
on CIDG and RF7P? operations in I CTZ, The most sipnificant event during the
reporting period was the ioss of camp Lang Vei, On 7 Fehrnary at appreximately
0030 hours, the camp came under attack bv NVA tanks and infantry, Camp Lane Ved
was overrun by approximately OLl5 hours, Late that afternonn, all of the USASF
survivors broke out of an undereround bnniter and nmode their way to oia camp
Lang Vei, Inclosures 5, 6, 7, and B discuss the battle of lang Vei 1in
detail, Special Forces camps throughout the I Corps Tactical Zone have completed
a training program on the use of anti-tank weapons available at their camp site,
Personnel essets from Lang Vei were transferred to the camp Thuong Duc, A-109,
FOB on hill 52, A total of 3L8 company size op‘:rations and 868 platoon size
operations were conducted by units subordinate to Company C,

“‘m&wmm

(a) Februqzxu Durinr the month of Febrnary, 94 comnany size operations :
: and 269 platoon size oparations ware conducted, Enemy losses during the month
. were 13 CIDG, 11 RF/PF and three USASF killed. Seventy-five CIDG, 11 RF/FF,
; three VNSF, and 19 USASF were wounded, Summaries of significant action during
February follow.

: On 1 February, the Ba To District Headquarters came under dttack by an estimated
; 700 VC, some of which were armed with automatic weapons, recoiless rifles, 60 mm
mortars° and M..79 grenade launchers, Approxlmntely one half of the enemy were
H armed with spears and knives., The enery breached the perimeter and used G-l
- compasition to destroy the Province Headquarters and several bunkers, Results
of this attack were 12 VC killed six RF/FF killed, =zeven RF/PF wounded, four
M.l rifles lost, and the village chief of Ba Hiep killed. Later that day at
0600 hours a RF/PF patrol made contact with an estimated VC company, The VC
were armed with spears, knives, and small arms, The enemy beran to withdraw
north when mortar fire was adjusted upon their positicng, Ten VC were killed
and several knives and spears were captured, At 0650 hours, a V0 company was
seen moving across the Ba To air strip., In front of t'em they were pushing
Montagnards who were armed with spears and knives, A CSF reaction force engaged
the eneny and captured six VC; 20 spears, 35 knivea; and one carbine, Friendly
logses were two CSF soldiers killed and two weapons lost,

A Ak vk

ien sl

Om 12 February, thc Ba To District Headquarters and camp Ba To, A-106, were
probed by one VC main force companmy. The VC attacked and overran a district
cutpost, Camp Ba To fired illumination and HE in support of the outpost,

The VC then withdrew and proceeded southeast, The results of *the action were
two PF soldiers killed; 16 FF soldiers and 19 weapons misgsing,
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On 23 February, a reconnaissance in force opiration from Ba To, A-106, made
contact with one VC platoon from a distance of 29C mster:s, Results of the
encounter were 10 VG killed and 30 military structures destroyed,
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A reconnaissance operation from camp Thong Duc, A-109, made contact with 12 VC
from a distance of 200 meters on 23 Fobruary. After a brief fire fight,

the VC broke contact and withdrew in an unknown direction, Two CSF soldiers
ware wounded, Five VC were killed and two small arms were captured,

A moter convoy left Company C, Danang, on 25 Februarv at 1170 hours enronte

to camp Thuong Duc, A-109, At 13LO hours the convoy was ambnshed by an
estimated comnans of VC, Reaction forces from camp Thuong Dic and a U3

Marine unit proceeded to the ambush site where contact was ma'e and the enemy
was forced to withdraw, Results of the ambush were one USASF, 13 CIDG, and one
ARYN soldier killed. There were nine USASF, one Vil3F, and eight CIDG soldiers
wounded, Three 2% ton trucks were destroyed. Fiftzen of +he enemy wera killed
and 11 were wounded, Seven small arms, two crew sorved wcapons, and 30 chicom
grenades wcre captured,

(b) March, Durins the month of March 138 company siz2 operations ond
233 platocn size uperatinns were conducted. Fnemv lowses during the month
were 72 VC killed, 18 wounded, and 23 caotured. Fricmdly lo<ses were seven
CIDG, four RF/PF; and two USASF personnel killed, Fi“ty CIDG, fiwe RF/FF,
and three USASF were wounded. Summaries of significant actions durins March
follow,

On 8 Maren, an operation from camp Gia Vue, A-103, executed a surprise raid on
a group of VC gaihered in & locar rillage., The raid resulted in seven VC killed,
seven r.cksack with medical sunmli-s captured, and 18 structures destroyed.

On 12 March, a motor convoy was returning to camp Thuong Due, A-109, from the
FOB om hill #52 located ei~ht kilometers east of camp Thuong Duc when it was
ambushed by an estimated platoon of VO, A neliconter from Company C received
small arms fire as it was attermnting to assist the convoy and two USASF were
wounded., Other friendly losses -iere one USASF killed, four GSF uoldiers wounded
and three weapons iost. Reaction forces from camp Thuong Duc were dispatched
but could not est-blish further contact with the enemy.

Again on 19 March at 1545 hours, a scven truck convoy, which was moving along
route #l from camp Thuong Duc to Dananp; vas ambushed by an unimown size VC
force, The e eny used command dstonated mines, Results of the ambush were

one CSF soldier killed and two MSF goldiers weunded, One 2% ton truck was
destroyed ~nd another suffered 25% damag.. Enemy lossas were three VC killed and
one wounded. The convoy closed into Danan~ at 150G hours without further

contact,

On 27 Mar:h av 0345 hcurs, an culpost iocated two kilometers east of camp Tiem
Phuoc, L1307 was atticked and overrun by two platoon of VO, A reaction force
from camp ihien Phuo: was dispatched to the outpost, hut no further contact was
estabilshed, Ons US:SF, one US Engincer, one CSF, and three PF soldiers were
ki1lled, Ernemy lonscs are unknown,
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{e) April. During the month of April, 116 company simc oporations and t
361 platoon size ope-ations were conducted, FEneny losses during the month of
April were 63 VC killed, 2L wounded; and six captured. Friendly losses wers
eight CIDG killed, 30 CIDG, and five USASF psraonnel wounded, Two CIDG were
missing in action. There were very few significant contacts during the month
of April,

On 10 April, one USASF and five MSF soldiers from Sa Huynh FOB, Quang Ngai
Province, triggered a pressure type mine which was a sivnal for amhush by

an unknown size VC force. Two of the MSF soidiers were “illed, The USASF
and the other three MSF soldiers were wounded. Three M-16 rifles.were lost
and the 2% ton truck in which the personnel were riding was destroyed. There
was one VC suspect detained,

On 12 April, a company size recomnaissance in force operation from camp Ha
Thanh, A-10L was embushed by a VC squad from a distance of 15 meters, There
were two CSF soldiers killed and 10 wounded,

On 13 April, an operation from Tien Phuoc, A-102, while conducting a bomb damage
agsessment, discovered 19 VC killed by air and a large cache nine kilometers
southeast of camp Tien Phuoe, The cache contained 20 picks, 950 chicom

grenades, LO homemads grenades; 20 fragmentation rifle granades, 50 US anti-tamk
rifle grenade, L7 RPG.7 rockets, two 57 mm recoilless rifle rounds, eight 75 mm
recoilless ri“le rounds, 7,705 rounds of 12,7 mm ammunition, 22,000 rounds of

7,62 1link ammunition, 23,000 rounds of 7,62 mm ammunition, 228 60 mm mortar

rounds, 17 120 mm mertar rounds, 285 82 mm mortar rounds, 139 nounds of explosives,
16 smal) armms, four RPG.-2 rocket launchers, one 82 mm.mertar tube and base

plate, and 20 sights for 60 mm mortars.

On 28 April, a platoon size operation from camp Ha Thanh, A-10L, was fired
upon by an estimated platoon of VC from a village at a distance of S0 meters,
There were seven VC killed; seven military structures and one ton of rice
were destroyed, Three USASF advisors were wounded,

(2XOII CTZ, During the early part of the reporting nariod (the Tet
offensive?n operations conducted by MSF amd CSF units within major populated
areas were highly successful, These forcas proved to be flexible, responsive,
and effective when utilized in the relc of guick rcaction lirht infantry. T4
should be emphasized, however, that these forces are not suited for employment
in sustained op~rations without support augmentation, A1l detachments in II
CTZ completed a training program on the utilizatipn of anti-tank weapoas. A
total of 875 company size operations and 2137 platoom si~e operatlons were
conducted during the reporting period, The authorization of one MSF company
per subordinate B detachment has enhanced reaction to intellipence within the
B detactment areas. The MST company at Bam Me Thuot, B.23; has slready been
employed into contact srsas on four reinforcement/reaction misaions., The
reporting pesriod has seen an increase in the number of opsrations conducted in
which MSF compamies were placed undsr the operatiomal contral of conventiomal
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US units. In mest cosng, the nrohlems that were oncountersd were due mainly

t0 the conventional comnandsr's lack of understanding of +hs nroblems surrounding
the employ-znt of indigencus troons., To some extamt, this problem is alleviated
by placing a liaison officar at thes conveniicnal unit haadmarters, It was

found during the quarter that MSF multi-company opzrations utilizing LRP ssgets
ara highly desirable as a part of MSF operations., Several of these operations
were conducted during the repertins period under the control of a MSF command
element.

(a) February, During the month of February, 305 company size operations
and 790 platoon size operations were condrcted, LEnemy l~-rces durinpg the month
were 192 VC killed, 25 wounded, and 29 captured, Friendly lossss were L5 CIDG,
two VNSF, and four USASF personnel killied, There we—e 220 CIDG, two RF/PF two
VNSF, and WL USASF personnel wounded cduring the month and one USAST was reported
miseing in action. Significant actions are discusseé in the summaries that
follow,

During the period 30 January to 6 February, Detachieont B-23 and other allied
forces were involved in the defense of the city of Tan iie Thuot, Combined NVA
and VC forces conducted attacks by mortars, rockets, and ground assualts, On
four principal objectives, Darlac Sector Headquarters, 23rd Division Tactical
Operations Center, National Police Headquarters, and thz wrovince bank, A total
of forty-nine secondary targets were attacked. The ~memy destroyed spproximately
one third of Ban Me Thuot city. Friendly lo~sss sustained bv Special Forces
Detachment B<23 were one USASF and one CIDG wounded, Less #han 1% damage was
suffered by the B-23 compound, Combined enemy losses due to all allied forces
were 994 killed and 117 wounded.

On 30 January at 0820 hours an oparation which censisted of ome MSF company
from Company B Pleiku, deployed in the citv of Pleiku snd initfated contact
with an unlncwm size enemy unit, At 0945 hours another MSF company was inserted
into the battle. Heavy resistance was encountered, and "street” fiphtimg continued
the remainder of the day. Two additional MSF commanies and two platnons of MSF
soldiers entered into the bat+tle bhefore the day =nded. Enemy activiiy was quist
during the night and MSF elements maintained a cordon around *the city., The
fighting continued the next day, By 5 February, the city of Pleiku was secure,
Results were 57 NVA killed and 15 NVA captured, Friendly losses were one USASF
and five CIDG killed; ten USASF agnd 16 CIDG Were wounded. Nineteen weapons wera
captured from the ensny.,

During the period 30 January through 2 February, Kontum eity (Detachnent B=-2})
received numerous mortar and roctet attacks accomnanied by commany size probes.
In several instances the enemy penetrated the B-2L compound perimeter but were
quickly repelled by supnorting gunships. Friendly losses were six CIDG killed,
There were also 18 USASF, 13 U5, and eisht CIDG sold‘ers wounded, Z2nemy losses
were 110 NVA killed,
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On 6 February, a reaction force from Trang Phuc, A-233, which consisted of one
CSF company, two USASF and one VN3F, was fired on by an est’mated company of

VC in the city of Dalat. Anexchange of small s rms fire rasulted in 22 VC
killed; twelve small arms and three crew served weapons were captured. On the
sume day another re:ction forne from An Lac, A-23L, which consisted of one CSF
company, two USASF and one VNSF, was inserted into Nalat. It was fired upon by
an estimated platoon of VC, Wnen contact was broken, five VC had been ¥illed
and three weapons were captured. Friendly losses were two CSF soldiars wounded.

On 18 February, a CSF company from lmong Son, A-237, which was deployed in defense
of Phan Thiet, established heavy sontact with a VC battalion. Enemy losses during
the contact were 35 killed. Three small ~rms an? t:'o crew served weapons were
captured, Friendly losres were two USASF and one VNSF, and 23 CSF soldiars wounded,

A joint reconnaissance in force operatiom, which consisted of threes CSF compamies
fram Cung Son, A-221, Dong Tri, A-222, and Vinh ™anh, A-120, made contact on

23 February with an est.imated e battalion 1ncated ten kilometers north of Qui
Nhon, A firefight ensued and runshivs, artillery, and airstrikes were called

on the enemy locations. Twenty-three VC ware kiilled and one wounded VC was
captured, Eight enemy weapons were selzed, Friendly losses were five CSF soldiers
killed; four USASF and 1l CSF coldiers were wounded.

On 23 February, a combat reconnaissance platoon from Trung Dung, A-502, ambushed
an estimated platoon of NVA nine kilémeters west of Nha Trang. BEipght NVA were
killed and seven weapons wera captured, Ons CIDG soldier was wounded.

(v) March, During the month of March, 29l company size oparations and
630 platoon size opera‘ions were conducted. Enery losses during the month
were 280 VC killed, 26 wounded, and 21 captured, Friendly losses were 59 CIDG
four BF/PF, four VNoF and four USASF killed, Wounded included 209 CIDG, nine
RF¥/PF, four VNSF and ?2 USASF personnel, Summaries of the significant contacts
follow,

On 16 March & platoon size reconnaissance in force operation from Dong Tra,
A-222, which was reacting to intelligence received from & prisoner, infiltrated
a village 30 kilometers northwest of Tuy Hoa, While searching the village, the
friendly force came under intense small arms fire. The CSF immediately returned
the fire and killed 12 VG,

On 2]y March, a MSF company, which was committed as a resaction force north of the
city of Ban He Thuot, made contact with an estimated company of NVA 20 kilometers
north of Ban Me Thuot, Small arms fire was exchanred and s mships placed
suppresive fire on the enemy positions, Nine NVA wers killed and four weapons
were captured, On 25 March, the same MSF company located an estimated two

NVA campanies in a tunker complex 21 Wilometers north of Ban Me Thuot, Tactical
air support was requested and received., Later another MSF company was

inserted to reinforce the element in contact, Friendly losses in this contact
were one USASF killed, and two USASF amd eight MSF soldiers wounded,
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: A company si=: reconnaissance in force opsration from Duc Lap A-239, made

i contact on 2" Mrch with an estimated battalion of NVA L0 kilometers southwest
of Ban Me Thuot, A firs fight developed an? airstrives were called on enemy
positions. Twenty NVA were killed and six weapons were selzed., Friendly losses
were one GOF soldicer killed and seven woundod.

e

Also on 29 March, a platoon size oneration from Dong Tre, A-222, ambushed an
unknown size VC unit LO kilometers northwest of Tny Hoa. OSmall arms fire was
a#xchanged and 20 VC ware killed, One carbine was captured.

(c) April. During the month of April, 276 ccmpany size operations and
717 platoon size operations were conducted. Enemy losses were 130 enemy killed
25 wounded and 20 captured. Friendly losses included 31 CIDG, two VNSF, and
one USASF krilleds 121 CIIG, three VNSF, and three USASF were wounded. Summaries
of signifieant actions follow,

On 10 April, the lead element of a company size operation from Cung Son, A-221,
activated a booby trap IS5 kilometers west of Tuy Hoa, The resulting explosion
wounded nime CSF soldiers,

A company of VC supported by mortars overran a hasty ambush position occupied
by a company size operation from Nhon Co, A-235, on 10 Anril, Friendly losses
were one USASF and three CSF scldiers killed and 12 CSF soldiars wounded, . "One
VC was killed and one weapon was captured,

On 18 April a company size operation from Mang Buk, A-216, received small amms
fire from a village leocated 17 kilometers north of Man Bud, The CSF immediately
conducted a sweep of the village and captured 21 VC, Two VC were killed and
two were wounded, '

Contact with two NVA was initiated by a company size clearing operation from
camp Fhm Tuc, A-22L, from a distance of ten meters on 20 April., The NVA broke
contact and fled north., The operation wes in pursuit when it located a weapons

cache that contained 39 small arms, three crew served weapons, and assorted
ammmurition,

On 24 April, a company size operation from camp Vinh Thanh, A-120, found &

cacue siie wilch conbained the Toliowing ilems: 22 rounds of 60 mm mortar -
ammunitiom, four cases of blasting caps, nine anti-tank mines, and six cases U
of AK~)y7 ammmnition, The CSF movwed from the area of the cache and were ambushed

by an unknown number of VC who broke contact and withdrew morth, There was one

CSF goldier wounded,
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(BXE IL CTZ, The intenaity of enecmy actions during the Tet offensive did
not directly affect sny overational A or B deimchments. The VU/RVA increased
harassing actions against many USASFANSF installations within ITI CTZ, hut
lauiched no major ground attac:s against any camp. Genarally, the most
significant result of the VC Tet offensive waz the temporary interdiction of
overland routes of cawmunication from subordinate detachme-ts to Company A,
Bien Hoa., The Tet offensive and the subsequent tank attack on the Lang Vai
SF camp in I CTZ caused Company A to conduct a study on anti-tank defense
procedures and capabilities, Anti-tank defense meagures were initisted in
those camps particularly threatened by armor attack, Each of these camps,
formed and trained & minimum of ten tank-killer teams., Company A operations
were highlighted by operations RAPIDFIRE VII and VIII conducted by Detachment
? .36 in response to missions assigned by CG, IY FFV, These operations are
arscussed in the Special Operations portion of this report, In addition four
multi-cuompany helimobile operations (Verdun, Tamatta Shanece, Thrasher II, and
Thrasher III) were conducted, These operdtioné involved MSF companies from
A4-302 and two CSF companies. There were a total of 1152 company size day
operations conducted throughout the II1 CTZ during the reportine perlod
including 58 airmobile operations. The construction of the naw Special Forces
camps at Duc Hue, A-352, TheinNgon, A-323, and Katum, A-~322, continues,

(a) February. During the month of February a total of )12 company size
operations were conducted which accounted for 139 enemy killed and nine captured.
Friendly losses were 17 CIDG killed, 164 CIDG wounded, nine USASF, and two VNSF
‘personnel wounded. The gignificant contacts during February follow,

On 1 February,Camp Thein Ngon, Detachment A-323, Tay Ninh Province, received

an estimated 105 rounds of 82 mm mortar fire from a location north of the camp,
Five US enginsers and two CSF goldiers were wounded. ‘The enpineery were sttached
from the 588th Engineer Battallon for ths purpose of camp construction. In
another mortar attack on & Febmary, Camp Tnien Npon received approximately 20
rounds of 82 ym mortar fire from the east,; west, and southeast at s range of
1500 to 2000 meters, Ten more CSF soldiers were wounded in this attack.

On 10 Felruary; a combined road clearing and security opcration, which conslsted
of CSF elements from Camp Trang Sup, 4-301, Camp Thien Ngon, A-323, and elements
of the 588th US Engineer Battalien, were ambushed Yy & VC company on highwey

22, approximately 25 kilameters northwest of Tay Ninh. The enemy opened fire
with automatic weepons, rocksts, and grensdes from both sides of the road, The
results of the ambush were one US engineer and one CSF goldier killea@, 20 W
engineers snd one CSF sgoldiers wounded, one US engineer captured (confinmcd),
and one US engineer missing in action zpossibly captured). One tractor towed
dirt scraper was destroyed. Un 15 February, another road clearing and security
operation from Camp Thien Ngon, supported by engineers from the 588th US
Engineer Battalion, was again ambushed by an estimated VC company on highway 22,
32 kilometers northwest of Tay Ninh city. After a fifteen minute fire Eight,
the enemy broke contact and withdrew east, The results of this encounter were
10 US enineers killed and one USASF advisor, two CSF soldisrs, and seven US
engincers wounded.
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On 22 February, a company size veconnalssance in force oneration from Bem Sol,
A-321, which was reinforced by RF elements, engaped a reinforced 7C company 20
kilometers southwest of Tay Winh c¢ity. Friendly forces initiated contact with
the enemy who were occupying defensive positions 100 meters away and were
armed with AK-L7 rifles, RPG rockets, 60 mm mortars, IMG's, and assorted smsll
arms, They were dressed in the conventional black pajama uniform, “Friendly
forces were reinforced hy ons CSF company from Ben Soi and one CSF company
from Trang Sup, A-301. An intense iwoc and one half honr firefight ensued before
the VC btroke contact and withdrew to the southwest. Friendly losses were one
F soldier killed, two CSF and three RF soldiers wounde?, FEipht enemy were
killed and 13 small arms wers captured.

On 26 February from pesitions located 32 kilometers west of Song Be city, a
company size reconnaissance in ferce operation from camp Bu Dop, A-3l41, Phuos
Long Province ambushed a solid green, 2% ton NVA military truck, The truck

was loaded with troops and was moving south toward the Cambodian border, The
enemy truck was halted pracisely in the anbush "killing zone™ and was caught

in & deadly crossfire from 1-79 prenade launchers and automatic small arms fire,
One USASF and one CSF soldier were wounded, Seventeen NVA wers killed and two
wounded, Sixteen small arms and two crew served weapons were captured, The

#% ton truck was totally destroyed.

On 25 February, a company size operations departed carp Ben Soi, A-321 in
reaction to intelligence informatlon obtained from the villapers of Phuc Tan.
Border crossers stated that tanks had been observed on *he Camhodian side of
the Sol camps. On 26 February, one CinP was ieft to secure a rally point

while two recon platoons moved west to set up ambush positioms, While moving
toward the proposed ambush positions; *he lead CRP obsarved an estimated VC
company and three tanks in a bivouac position, The VC were standing around
camp fires, The tanks were pirked and t eir motors were turmad off. No

enemy security elements were posted. The two recon platoons deployed on line
and moved silently toward the anemy position. The friendly forece advanced to
within 20 meters of the cnemy and tooik up firine positions. The three tanks
were south of the main bivouac ares and the nearest one was 175 meters from
friendly element, A CRP platoon leader readied an M.72 TAW for firing and tock
a’ 1'on the near tank while instructions were pasged to open fire when the senior
L3ASF advisor fired the first shot., When the USASF advisor fired, all friendlies
opened fire simultaneously. The VC were caught completelv by surprise, The
Mo72 LAW hit the near tank 8% the base of the turret and caused & larves
secondary sxplosion. A fire glow of multi-colorad tracer rounds burst from the
top of the turret, The remaining two tanke started their engines and withdrew
west acroas the Cambodian border. By then the VC had reorganlized and had
begun to return automatic wedpons fire and RFG-2 fire, The firefight continued
for 30 minutes when the VC broke contact and withdrew west. The two CHP's
"then began withdrawing to the rally point when nne CSF reported sceing a half
track typa vehicle with a guad-50 mounted on it. During the process of
withirawing they were engaged by an estimated two companies of VG, A 10 minute
firefight ensued and two CSF were wounded, The CSF then broke contact and
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withdr ally point, OSporadic small arms {ire was recsiv

snother 30 minutes as the entire friendly forece withdrew, Havine expended
all ammunition, the CSF returned to camp, Friendly losses were two CSF
wounded, Enemy 1osses were one tanc (believed to be a PT-76) heavily damaped,
if not destroyed. An estimated 30 VC were killed or wounded, but encmy losses
could not be confirmed. One AK-N7 rifle was captured,

- o O
-i.l.'l- = dwL

On 28 February, Camp Bunard, A-3lLl, Phuoc Long Province, received approximately
20 rounds of 82 mm mortar fire which impacted in the inner verimeter. The

camp returned fire with mortar and artillery. After a ten minute excl.ange of
fire, the enemy withdrew. Fift-en CSF soldiers were wounded during the attack.

(b) March, During the mmth of March, the number of operations conducted
increased substantially.over the mrumber of contucted curins February. However,
the number of enemr contacts and enemy killed were only one half as much as
they were for the month of February, A total of 555 company size operations
were conducted durins the month of Mareh and ar~counted for 69 enemy killed and
23 cneny captured. Friendly losses were L8 CIDG and one WNSF killed, 129 CIDG,
35x VNSF, and three USASF wounded, and four CING missing in action,

On 3 March, a company size reconnaissance in force omeration from camp Chi Linh,
A-333, engaged an estimatod platoon of VC 33 kilometsrs southeast of Hon Quan
city, A brief exchanpe of fire ensued before the snem- hroke contact and
withdrew north, Friendly losses were two CSF soldiers wounded., Enemy losses
were one VG wounded, an? 41,500 rounds of small arms armunition, forty two 82 mp
mortar rownds, 57 pounds of explosives, and three bicycles captured. twelve
vicycles and 55 pounds of expiosives wer Jestroyed.

On 8 March; a company size operation from camp Katum, A-32?, received 20 rounds
of 82 mm mortar fire from a position approximately LO kilometers northwest of
Tay Ninh city, Friendly losses wers eight CSF soldiers killed and 10 wounded,

A company size reconnasissance in force operation from camp Tra Cu, A-352, was
engaged by an .suvimate platoon of VG on 10 March in an area 1h kilemeters

west of Duc Hoa city, The enemy initiated the contact with small arms, which
included automatic weapons, and M=79 grenade launchers, from a distance of

200 meters, The friendly force returned fire and assaulted te enemy position.
A FAC was on station and light fire teams were remmested. In addition; &
réaction force was dispatched from camp Tra Cu to aszist the element in contacth,
Before a link-up could te established, the rcaction force made contact and
bhecame heavily engaged with an estimated VC battalion., Iink-up was never
€stablished and the friendly forces broke contact aftsr a four hour engagement
and returned to camp, Tactical air, supnorted hr light fire teams, placed
airstrikes on tha encmy vhile the friendly forces witndrew. Friendly losses
were 13 CSF soldiers killed, seven wounded, cne missing and two Individual
wiapons ilo:zt, Enemy losses were four VC killed, A FAC bomt assessment,
credited 52 mere VC killed by air,
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On 14 March, camp Katum, A- 322, received approximately 100 rounds of 120 mm
mnortax, 82 wm mortar, and RPC 'fire and one round of €S 4ype ;mas of umknown
liber. The cneny fire c¢amc from the southeast at an estimated ranpe of
500 meters, The camp rturned fire with mortar and artillery and called
tactical air in support, The résuits wers cight COF soldiers killed and 25
wounded. On the followin~ day, five more CSF soldiers were wounded when the
camp received 21 rounds of 82 mm mortar fire,

On 16 March, a company size operation from camp Bu Dap, A-341, ambushed two
NVA trucks from a distance of 25 meters approximastely 33 ‘ilometers northeast
of Scng Be city. After a short fire fight, the enemy broke econtact and fled
on foot, Friendly losses were one CSF goldier wounded, Two NVA were “illed
and one indivadual weapon was captured. Tws 3/l ton trucks were destroyed.

On 16 March, a MSF company size reconnaissance in force operation from Detachment
B..36 found a cache 17 kilometers west-northwest of Duc Hoa city. Tha cache
contained 25 indi-idual weapons, one crew served wer~pom, twenty=six 60 mm
mortar roumds, 80 chicom prenndes; two US claymores, 300 pounds of medical
supplies, and five pounds of documents. '

Heliborne opcration Verdun wrs conducted during the period 19 March to 23 March
in the area northe»st of Loc Ninh and southwest of Bu Dop. Four MSF companies
and two CSF companies. comprised the twe task forces. On 19 March, the friendly
element was engaged by an estimated VC platoon from a distance of 150 meters
approximately 25 kilometers north-northwest of Hon Quan citv, After a brief
fire fight, the enemy broke contact and withdrew north, Friendly losses were
two CSF soldisrs killed., Enemy losses were nine VC killed; *wo VO captured,
and six samll arms capiured.

Heliborne vperation Tamatta Shanne was conducted from 23 March through 28 March
in the southwestern portion of Phuee Long Province., Tha opération was conducted
by two task forres which operated from separate patrol bases. Contacts however,
were few and small. Toctal enemy losses were six VC killed and one VC wounded.,
Friendly casualties were one MSF soldier killed, one USASF and six MSF soldier
wounded, Approximately 16,000 pounds of bagged rice, one 500 pound bomb, 12
bieycles, and 30-hO heavy bunkers were destroyed.

On 27 March, 2 company size reconnaissance in force operation from camp Thien
Noon, A~323, was engaped by an unknown size VC force armed with semi-wutomatie
and automatic small arms 37 kilometers north-northwest of Tan Ninn city. The
friendly force split into two elementis. The smaller element broke contact and
moved with their wounded to an axtraction LZ which was located one mile southeast
of the contact area., The main element was surrounded and in heavy contact, A
standby company from camp Thien Ngon was inserted into the area to re’nforce
the eiement in conlact, Later in the day, all friendly forces broke contact
and were extracted from the area by helicopter., Friendly losses were three

CSF goldiers killed, 27 wounded, three CSF missing, and three helicopters
damaged by ground fire. Had friendly forces not received superior fire support
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when it was required, the superior small arms firenower of the VC “rould have
led to a major loss of friendly forces,

On 27 March, a company of OSF from camp Tong Le Chon, A~33l, wazs inserted into
an area 20 kilometers east of Hon Quen to act as s rear reaction force for
Detachment B..56, which was in heavy contact. Shortly thereafter, the operation
mecame engaged in a contact Initiated by a reinforced VC company, The VC
utilized RPG rockets, mortars, and small arms from a distance of approximately
150 meters., After & 90 minute exchange of fire, the friendly element broke
contact under the cover of gunships and artillery. The results of this operation
were five CSF soldiers ki'led, two USASF, one YNSF, and 13 CSF soldiers wounded.
Enemy losses Were five VG killed,

(c) April. During the month of April there were 519 company size operations
and a total of 137 enemy killed and 10 captured, Friendly losses were four
USASF killed, seven USASF wounded, one VNSF killed, seven VNSF wounded, 60 CIDG
killed, 135 CIDG wounded, and 1% CIDG missing in action. Operations during
April were orjented toward increased horder surveillance and interdiction of
encry line of communications, .
On 5 April. camps Duc Hue und Tra Cu conducted a combined Helimcbile operation,
Land Rover III, in Hau ‘Nghia Province, This operation was in direct response to
intelligence stating that a large VC bake area was located north northwest of
Tra Cu. Upon insertion, ths first friendiy element established a blocking force
and shortly thereafter spotted approximately 100 V0 armed with automatic weapons.
The blocking force immediately took the VC unit under fire and moved out in
pursuit of the VC,. The second friendly element was then inserted to block
the VC avenue of sscape, Gunships nnd artillery were callad in amd an intensive
firefight ensued, The initial blocking force element became pinned down by an
estimated VC company in well fortified bun'er positions., LFT!s concentrated
on freeing this entrapped element but were una™le to suppress the enemy's fire
superiority, AlE Skyraidere and F105 jets conducted airstril-es. Heavy contact
gtill continued for the remainder of the day, At anproximatelv sunset the VC
broke contact and the friendly forces were extractsd, The final reaults were
one US pilot and one CSF soldier killed, two US felicopter crewmen, two USASF,
ore UNSF and six GSF soldiers wounded, and four CSF missingin action., Eneny
losses were 16 VC killed and =aix weapens captured, FAC est'mated that an
addiidional L0 VC wezre killad Wy airstrile, One notevorthy obszrvation during
the contact was that the VC bunker srs<om was able to withsiond bombardment by
500 pouné bombs and heavy artillery with no apparent effect on its occupants,

On 6 April, a commany of CSF soldiers froum camp Thien Npon, A-323; moved from
their overnight position located approximately five kilometers north of camp
Thaen Hgon., After a one hour march, they were ambushed by an estimated enery
company, which was set up in an "L¥ shaped ambush pesition. Intense automatie
weapons fire and B.iL0 rockets -iere received from the front and from the left
flank, Artillery was called in on the ambush positions and the {riendly element
broke contact and withdrew to the rlosest LZ to evacnate wounded, An artillery
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r cbserver arrived and adjusted the artillery whila contact was being troken.
Fri ndly losses were four CSF soldiers killed, 28 CSF soldiers wounded, and one
USASF slightly wounded. Enamy casualties are unknown,

On 8 April, camp Kavum, A4 322, received 17 rounds of 82 mm mortar firs from &
locatlon southeast of the camp., The Tive rounds which impacted inside the
camr; lled nine CSF soldiers and woimded one LoaSF and three CSF soldiers,
Latc, on the same day, camp Katum received an unknown tyve of munition
containing a riot control type gas, The pas had a moderate effect on the
camp personvel, On the following day, 50 rounds of 82 mm mortar fire were
received and one USASF adviscr was wounded,

On 20 April at 0305 haurs, camp Tra Cu, A.352; heran receiving incoming RPG-7,
B.40, 75 rm RR and 82 mm mortar rounds in and aromnd +he camp, The fire came
from three directionsy from the west, across the onen prou=d; frwm the north,
across the Vam Co Dong Rivar, and h- ecast across the Binh Gay Canal, At

200330 hours a ground attack was launched from the west and continued until
0430 when the main VC force withdrew on all sides., At one point in the ground
attacl® a VC squad reached the camp inner merimeter berm and five VC.almost
gained access into the inner compound. Thev were immediately repulsed by CSF
persornel. One CSF member had refused to fire on the atta~kers and attempted
to turn a .30 caliber HG into the 1nner compound, hut he was apprehended befors
this act could be completed, It was later determined that & “arge VC infrastructure
did exist within the camp, These VO sugpects ware apprehended “hs next day,
The VC were unable to succeed in theii attempt to overrun the camp and it is
believed they were relyini; heavily on the help that thev expected to receive
from within the camp itself, The results of the attack were 68 VC killed; one
VC captured, four Ve suspects captured, 3L weapons, mumerous munitions and two
pounds of documents captured, Fricndly losses were six CSF killed, five VNSF,
and i3 CSF wounded and one C5F missing. The deciding factor in spoiling this
attack was the tremendoug support received from fiareship and Spooky aireraft,
These support elements arrived on site minutes after the attack was launched.

On 26 Aprii, a company size clearing ofcration trom Camp Thien Ngon, A-323,

was engaged by an estimated VO company with automatic weapons and RPG firé

from a distance of ten merers, The contact occurre? 36 kiilomaters northeest

of Tay Ninh City. Frisndiy forces returned firs, then breke contact to call
artillery on eneryy vositions. After a twe hour engapnment,, friendly forces
withdrew to a landing zone to evacuate their wrounded, Friendly lo=ses wers

one USASF and eisht CSF soldiers wounded, ani 13 CSF soldiers missing in action,

On 30 Aprii, camp Ben Soi, A. 321, received 15 rounds of 82 mm mortar fire and
small arms fire from the east, The camp returnmed fire with mortars and

artillery, Friendly losses were one CSF wcldier killed, threes USASF and 19
CSF soldiers woundaed,
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(hi?){!ﬂCTZ. The initlal onsiaught of the Viet Cong Tet offensive in the
operational area of Company D saw major attacks conducted apgainst US/GVN forces
and facilities at Moc Hea, Chau Doz, and Cac Lanh, Primarily in reaction to the
Tet offensive, the past quarter began with significant increases in friendly
small unit and spscisl oparations, Consequently, the numbér of significant
contacts and sulbgequent results also increased, As the offensive ended, the
Viet Cong returned to safer operational and base areas only to be hit and
harassed in March and April by rapidly expanded friendly operations, As a
result of the new company saturation patrolling policy which requires each
camp to maintain an operabion (the size of which varies from squad to multi-
cOmpany) in ail portions of their TAOR at all times, a 500% increase in these
patroi operations has reaultsd since the program was initlated on 1 February.
At the same time, a 50% increase in company size operations has been noted,

The major result of these operations has been the destruction or capture of

larpe amounts of Viet Cong gunnlies, Sinee 1 February, units subordinate to
Company D have conducted 1761 company, 83081 platoon and il squad size operatioms,
141 friendly initiated contacts wers nade, A special opearstion, coded SNAEKEMAN,
was inserted in .iem Tuciy and Kien Phong Provinces ++ith 130 MSF and nine
Americans., Its mission was to conduct guerrilla operations, interdict known
land and water infiltration routes and conduct search and destroy operations
against known and suspected VO installations, Three separate phases of this
opsration have been inserted to date., Another special overation, coded NEWPORT,
was inserted on 13 Maxch 1968 with 15C MS® and six USASF, Its AO was in Kien
Giang Province, south of Vinh Gia. Its mission was to interdiet VC communication
and supply routes in the area and to conduct search and destroy operations
against %nown and suspestad VG installatiors, Phase T of the on=ra*ion ended

on 28 March with negative results, Phase 1I of this operation co-menced on

10 April 1968 under the code SLUNGEHAYMER, Two MSF and two CSF companies were
committed to the nperational arca, Delta Faicen operations bepan in IV Corps

in mid-March, The wperations were initiaiiy condnnted in the Kien Tuong area

by troops from A-.L12 and A-433} and later in Kien Giang Province ty CSF and

MSF troops from Detachment A-421 and B.LO respectively. The basic concept of
this cperation is to seek out and destroy VC base arcas, resupnly points, and
infiltration routes using Ccbra Gunships, Once a fix is made on a VC positionm,
reaction troops are immadiately brought in by UH-1D helicopters to engage any

VC in the area and assesx the damage and losses sustained by the enemy, The
gstrong point of this operation is its mobilivy and aguick reaction time, FResults
so far have been significaui, During a two week aneraiional period; for example,
it notied 18 VG killed, -L captured, 15 sampans damapaed or destroyed, 53
buildings destroyed, three wespons, food, documents, and medical sipplies
captured, Friendly lo=scs were four C3F wounded, Two commanies of MSF are now
on constant standby foi the D2ita Falcon proiect, If contact is made with

& sufficiently larps VC force, additional troops from the naarest "AY Camp

may also be commitied, In April, Company D estrblished a Forward Operations
Conter {FOC) at Cao Lanh, The FOC will consulidate and monitor all Spenial
Forces Onera‘ionsl Reports to the hihth 3TZ and Company D, Sth 3FA, In addition,
the FOC will consolildate and procese all Special Forces romquests for tactical
air nnd tactical helicopter suppourte The FOC will have an intellizence section
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which will consolidate all intelligence received from the B detachments and
forward it to Company D and the Lith STZ, To supervise the FOC, the position

of Company D Deputy Cormander has heen estabiished, The Depnty will be

assigned to the FOC on a nermanent hasis, _In addition, the CO; USASF Company

D and the €O, VNSF Detachment C-li wall commute to Cao Lanh on a daily basis

to coordinate Special Forcns comiznd and operational ma*ters with the Senior
Advisor and the Command::r Lith 5TZ, The construction of camp Thanh Tri, |
A-l1) has progressed rapidly since its insertion of 15 March 1953, Construction!
continues on camp My Dien II within the month of May, My Dien II is expected

to become fully operational, running regular operstio-s throughout its TAOR,

{a) February. During the monti of February a total of 195 commanv size
operaticns and 1738 platcon size operations were conducted. Inemy losses were
387 killed, 2C wounded, ~nd $1 captured, Friendly lossas included h6 CIDG,
110 RF/PF, and two VHSF killed, “eunded in action were 120 CIG, 35 RF/TF,
six VNSF, and 21 USASF personnel. Significant contacts tollow,

During the period 29 Jampary - 5 Fehruary, Co pany D and +he Can The airfield
co.nlex raceived aporoximatoly 150.175 rounds of ovemr iadirect fire, On the
morning of 3i January, Company D ond the city of Can Tho came under attack,
Heavy firhting continued in the citv until 1 rebrunary, A mortar attack, which
was directed at the Company D compound on 2 Februnry, —asulted in three USASF
wounded. A fire that reswulted in the Sy storase was extinpu-shed after only

a slight loss of equipment, On L February, the <ity of Can Tho was secured snd
friendly units were ain 1ight -ontact ~wath the VC on the onter edpes of the city.
During the period. a total of %6 iccal civilians were killed and SL8 homz2s or
structures were dsstrovea, [ricndly fo:ces suffared 24 RF/PF, 17 ARVN, and 12
ARVN Rangers killed,

On 31 January at GlhSheurs, Deiachment 3 42 and the ¢ity of Chau Doc¢ came under
atvack by an estimated reinfurced VC company. Initially the city was infiltrated
bv suail groups which established themselves in key locations which enabled

them to take control over the majority of the city. Mass casualties and
extensive damare to the cityv mounted af*sr four davs of firhtiner, Approxim~tely
1/l of the city (1239 homes was destroved by fire, The PRI in conjunction

with the STAL s formed small weil armed fire teams and cleared the majority of
the key positions held b the enemy, On 7 Febtruary, the VC began to withdraw

by using <iviiians as cover, Friendly losses a ring the fighting were two US,
S6 HF/PF, three PRU, and over 300 civalians killed. Three US, 170 RF/FF, and
over 100 civilians were wounded, The enemy lost 122 VO killed and an unknown
numhar wrre wounded, Three ¢y cnemy leaders and 20 weancns were captured,

O 2 February at OLCO hours, Netachmenc B-Ll and the ¢ity of Moc Hea came

under a mortar and round attack L an oz:timate? two VL battalions, Heavy
fightang continued throurhout the mornine with sporadic “irefirhts remorted
during the af+ternoon. TPy & February, the fichtin~ has dwindled to 1lirht sniper
fire within tine civy, Friendly Josses were thres RF, threes COF, four ARVH,
three Mationas Police, and seven civilians kiiked, One CS¥, four US, 16 ARVN,
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and 27 civilians were wounded. Confirmed enemy losses wsre 136 VC killed,
An additional 80 VC dead were buried (not US confirmed), and 87 weapons were
captured.

e

On 7 February, an estimated VC Battalion attackad the city of Cao Lanh and

the B.L3 compound, A three hour and 30 mimite firefight, ensued and ended with
the VC breaking contact and withdrawing in all directions. Inemy losses were '
L1 VC killed and Ué weapons captured, Friendly losses were two MACV advisors, i
one ARVN, and five RF/FF scldiers killed, and 13 MALV advisors, two USASF; two
VNSF, and 25 RF/PF soidiers wounded.

On & February, & reconnaissance jmfoerce cperailen, which consisted of three
USASF, one GSF company one UiF, one MACV adviser and one ARVN battalion from
Cao Lanh, came in contact with an estimated z V0 caompanies, A heavy firefight
developed and at 1:30 hours the Luth STZ assumed control over the operations,
At 1305 hours the ARVN battalion was crcdered 4o "rithdraw, One C5F company and
one CRP remained in contact. At 1870 hours the two friendly elements withdrew
and the operation was terninated. Results of this action we-e 16 VC killed,

cne VC captured, and five weapons cantured, Friendly losses were one RF and
three ATVN soldiers kiilled, and three CSF, one W7, and 11 AN soldiers wounded,

i
¢
3
£
3

On L4 February a platoca sizc onara~ion fram comp Binh Thanh T™on, A=l13,
initiated contrct with anetimated VG palioon 15 kilometers northwest of

Moc Hoz, A fire fight between the two forces ended with “he V4 brea'sin~ contact.
Regsults of the enpgagement wore 17 VC ki’led, two YC cap'nred, ore 60 mm mortac,
one AK.L7 assault zific, one PRU-Z5 radio, 100 rounds of 60 rm mortar ammunition,
LO RPG-2 rockets, and miscetlannous egioneni captured, Friendly losses were
-one CSF scidier killed, and thres C5F s0ld%=rs wournded,

On 18 February, the Gompany D compound in Can Tho came 'inder mertar and rceoilless
rifle zttack, The disnensarv received a direct hit, The resulting fire
completely destroyed the desnensary and the adjeining medical supnly warehouse,
The fire 8lso caused hravy damage to the arma room and destroyedl& large number

of crow served weapons and small arms,

On 21 February, Detachment B.Ll in Moc Hoa uncovered a YC cache site only 200
melers from lheir compiurd, The caclhie siie contained an extensive amoniit of
mortar recoilliess rifle ermunition; avtomatis and semi-antomatic weaponsg
demc.ition; medical swnplies, and signal eqguipment, Extraction wes slow due
to ths presence of VG booby traps.

F N

H On 26 February, a reconuaissance in force opsration consisting of two CSF

. companies and one FF company from Thuong Thoi, A-L32, initiated contact with

¢ an estimated 150 VC in dug-in positions five kilometers north of Hong Nhu.

1 Friendly elements assaulted the VC pusitions an? were sunncrted bv 105 mm

i howitzer and L.2 inch mortar fire, The frinadly elaments hecame pinned down by
a heavy volume of enemr fire, Two air strikes were delivered on the VC position,

Gunsghap supnort i~ requested bub denied, A socond assault was attemoted; but
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the friendly elements again were pinned down, After an eirht hour firefisht,
the friendly clements broke contact, Because of the impending darkmess and
Jack of runship support, the operation returned to base camp, Enemy casualties
couid not be confirmed; however. an es*imatcd 10 VG were kllled and another

15 wounded, Seventy structures ant 1G sampans were destroved. Friendly
casualties were two CSE soldiers killed and three wounded,

() March, Durine the month of Harch, a totAal of 577 comnanv size
operations and 321 platcon size oparaiions were conducted, Enemy losses werw
195 killed, 72 woundea, and 7L captured, triendly losses insluded 12 CIDG
and 57 RF/PF killed, A total of 110 CIDG, 238 RF/PF, one VNSF, and 13 USASF
were wounded, Summaries of sipnificant contacts follow,

On 7 March, two CSF platoons from camp Kinh Quan Il, A-j12, ambusled a VC
squad and kalled seven VC, Two Russian carbines were captured,

On 13 March, MSF operaticn Newport commenced when one MSF compmany was airlanded
into an IZ 11 kilometers scuthwest of camp Vinh Gia, A-ih9, Ineir mission was
to interdict enemy logistical activirnies in the area, On the morning of 15
March contact was established with a VC squad and sporadic contact with small
enemy units continued “hrourhout the day, 0Go-nships placed fire at 11LS hours
on eneny positions and inatiated a veries of sccondary explosions which lasted
for 9C minutes, Apparently a larpe VC cache site was destroved. At 1955 hours,
the {riendly elements received 60 mm mortar fire which was followed by a ground
attack by an estimated VO battnaiion, Results of this action were one USASF and
thres MST soldiers wounded,

On 14 March, elements of a MSF company participating in overation Snakeman were
ambushed by ar unknown number of VC LC kiiomoters northwest of lioc Hoa, One
USASF and eight MSF soidi-rs wers woonded., Two VG were killed in the engagement
and a sesrch of the ambush site the followin: day indicated that several VG
bodies had veen carried away during the night,

On L4 March, one MSF company and one (SF coapany departed on an oreration to
relncate camp Moc Hoa, A-lili. During that week Detachment A-L)2, Phu Quoe
Island, {IV CTZ CIDG Tralnlnp Centar) was ralocated to camp To Chau, Detachments
ALLO2 and A. 103 and their MSF assets were relocated from To Chau to Moc Hoa,

On 17 Mar:zh, a reconnaissance in force operatien, which consisted on one GSF
companyg two CRP, four USASF, and four VISF from canp Cat Cai, A«l3l, initiated '
contact with two enemy platoons IS5 kilometers northwest of Moc Hoa, The enemy
were believed to be NVA, A one hour and L9 minute fire fight terminated after
the enemy broie contact and withdrew across the norder into Cambodia, They
carried & nunber of their dead with them. Three enemyv bodies and three M-l
13fles were left on the battlefiald, If the enomv encountered were in fact
NVA, this wouid mark the first time contact was established with an NVA unit
by USASF advised forces in IV CTZ,
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On 17 Mavch, two CSF companiasz from camp Kinh Quan I, A-112, dnitiated contact
with one VC gquad 35 "ilometurs northeast of 5a Dec, Small arms fire was
exchanged and the VG attempted to flee south, Results of this contact were 11
VC captured,

On ¢5 March, one C3F company from camn Pa Xoai, acting as a Delta Falcon
reaction force, conducted a raid on a VC base area IS5 kiiometers south of Chau
Joe, A 15 minute exchanme of fire ccuucrid before the VC broke contact and 1led
northéast. Resulis of this action we e Lu VC killed, Five small arms,

assorted small arms amuniticn, communica*ions eauinment, madical equinment,

~and docnments were captured, Destrayed were 1,770 kiloprams of rice, 500

kilograms of drind fish, 20 sampans; and 25 structures,

On 25 March, two CSF platoons from camp Bs Xosi, A-421, initiated contact with
twc VC platoons during a reconnaissance in force operation condncted LS
kilometers west of Lonp Xuyen. The friendly forees assaultnd and overran the
VC positions after a 15 minute firefipht, Four VG were killed; nine VC and two
weapons were captured. Twenty structures and 52 sampans were destroyed; L8
sampans were damaped, Two C3F goldiers were wourded during the action,

(¢} April, Duri-g the month of Aprii; & total of 789 company size
operations and 3353 platoon si-c operations were contucted, Enemy losses were
257 killed, WL wounded, and 129 cantured., Friecndly lossas were 69 CIDG, 21
RF/FF, one VESF, and one USAZF killvd. Rachty-six CING, 86 ™/PF, and Tive
USASF perscinel were wounded, Saommarice of siemificant contacts follow,

On o Apral, oie II5F copany on oporation Snakemdn encountered three VC piatoons
LO xilometers notthusst of Hoe Hos, A favrce firefipht forcad the VO to
withidray toward the Camb-dian borier, 1 swoen of *he a-na confirmed 15 VC
¥iilxd, OUne USASE and four CSF soldiers were wounded,

Tnree C3F piatoons from Camp Da Xoai, £-1El, and ons HSF platoon were inserted
on 7 Lpril anto an area 50 kilometors northwest of iach Gia in response to a
Pl interrogation repert, The P acted as_a ruide and 1~ the “rie-dly clements
to 2 larpe arms and amnunition cache, On\%h@ Tollowine morn‘ne the on~ration
lucated a seccond sache in the same vicl i1ty, Enuinment captured consisted of
29 crew servad wzapens; 191 small arms weapons, 230 mortar rounds, 161 57 mm
recoilless rifle rounds, 274 AP.2 and RPG.7 rockets, 237,000 rounds of smell
arms ammunition, 18 anti-personnel mines, eicht cases of medical equipment, and
one 8% mm mortar bipod,

On 11 April, a joint reconnaissance in force opera’ion, which consisted of

four CSF companies, twc CRP-n, four USASE, and six VNSF from camns Kinh Quan

IIb A L4, and My Da, 4-l53, initiatsed cortact with one VO platoen 32 kilometera
north of Vinh Long, After a brief exchanpe of fire, ths VC broke contact and
withdiew east, One C5F scidicer was kill:d and four were wonnded in the contact.
Three hours later, at a point 1,500 meters norib-northwast of the first contact,
the operation sstabiished contack with and bzcsme surrounded by two VC battalions,
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The VC wera armed with semi-automatic and automatic weapons and 120 mm mortars,
: Friendly elcments were supported by artillory, guaships, and airsirike, After
é two hours of fiphting; the VC broke contact and withdrew cast, Results of this
contact wers one VO suspect detianined, one VNST and eirht CSF soldiers killed,
eight CSF soldiers wounded, and 1lh CSF soldiecrs missing, Friondly ‘elements lost
one A-6 lirht machine run, 30 small arms, and one PRC-25 radio,

On 15 April, one CSF platoon from camp Tuyen Nhon, A-L1%, initiated contact with
one VC company 23 kilometers east of Moc Hoa during a Delta Falcon operation,
The VC broke contact and withdrew south, Fourtsen VC were killed {confirmed)
and an additional 18 VC wers estimated killed,

On 17 April, a platoon size patrol from camp Binh Thanh Thon, A-I13, located
and destroyed a permanent tyne VC base camp, Included in the base ¢ were
a hospital, mess hall, and billets, Captured miterial included five B-Ll
rockets, 18 B.LO rockets, and 10,000 rounds of 7,62 mm ammunition, An
airstrike was deliver:d on the bhase camp after the frieadly clements withdrew
from the area,

On 18 April, two MSF componics on opsration Sladgehammer located a VO village
32 kilometers east southeast of Ha Tien. Friendly clements destroyed 32
structures, six sampans, and 700 kilcgrams of rice, Later in the day friendly
elements injitiated contact with 12 VC near the wvillage, Results of this contact
were five VC killed,

On 19 April at 1830 hours, one MSF company on operation Snakeman initiated
contact with an estamated VC squad 37 kilometers northwest of HMoc Hoa, While
assaulting the VG posaitions, approwimntely 200 VG appeared from concealed
bunkers which were located on the company’s fiank., The VQ were armed with

60 mm mortars, ilght macbine guns and AK.i47 assault rifles., The MSF company
was overrun, The results of this action were one USASF and L1 MSF soldiers
killed; one USASF and 23 MSF soldiers wounded, and seven MSF soldiers missing.
Friendly elements also lost twe crew served weapons, 5k small arms, three
radios, and 138 rucksacks. Two CS5F comnanies, which reacted to the request for
assistance,; failed to restablish contact with the enemv forece,

Cin 23 April, a plaboon size patrol from Ba ¥cai, A-421; located and destroyed
a company size VC base area 35 kilometers cast o Ha Tisn, Indications were
that the base camp had not been used in saveral months. The patrol located
and destroyed a well concealad, and recently evacnatad, 100 hed hospital
3,500 mcters north of the base camp,

On 21 April, one USF company on a Delta Falcon operation inltiated contact with
an unknown size VC force 37 kilometers north of Cac Lanh, OSporadic contact was
maintained for four and one half hours, at which time the MSF comvany was
extracted. There were no friendly casualties, BEirhteen VC were killed; 1l of
which were Killed by air, Fcur VO and three small arms were captlured,
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A reconnaissance in force cperation, which c-nsisted of two CSF comnanics from
camp Binh Thanh Thon, A-)13, and one C3F company from camp Kinh Quan IT, A-412,
initlated contact with two VC pla‘oons on 24 April., The contact oceurred 12
kilometers northwest of Moc Hoa, A fierce 92 minute “ire fisht was followea
by supporting fire from Cobra punships. The enemy broke contact and withdrew
north, Rosults of this contact were 17 VO kiilad, 1L of which were killed by
air; two chicom light machine puns and four AK-L7 ac<sanlt rifles were capturcd,
Friendly losses were two CSF soldizrs killed and 10 wounded, Two lirht
observation heliccpters wers shot dowa and two US Armv Pilots were wounded,

One of the heliconters was recovered, bhut the other sank in a river.

(5 eBpecial Yrerataions.

{a) Operation Rapid fire VII (B 3%} was conducted during the period 18
February - 24 March in llau Npnia Province, TIT CTZ, The oprra*inv aonsisted
of a headquarters and communiiation section, two MSF comnanins and 10 reconnaissance
teams which were aurmented by 25 IR7P personnel from II FFV assets, There
were four company, 11 platoon. and LO team cop rations conducted which resulted
in 35 contacts. Enemy losses were Lb i1lled, thrce wounded, and fiwe captured,
Fifteen weapons were also captured, Friendiy losses were one US helicoptor
crewmen ¥alled, one USASF anc o 8ING soldisr wounded, One UHLID helicoptor
was destroyed. One MSF comnany which was attached to oneration Big John 1
discoverad a cache site that conta’ne’ 23 weapong -nd assorted ammunition.
Large enemy troop crmcentrat ons were also found within *he e rea of operation,
It was determined by whe op:ra’ion condunted that this area is not suiteble
for interdiction by small units because of the flat ter-<in and lack of foliage,
Enemy units therefore cen nove at night in any divect’sn withount utilizinz
trails or canals.

{b) Operation Samurai IV {2.57 Project Dolta) was concuctzd in Thua Thien
Province T CTZ, during thLe nerind L Morch - L April under the OPCON of CG IIX
MAF,/CG Provisional Corps Vietnam, The task orpanization comsasted of a headquarters
and communications section, 10 recon t -ams., 10 voadrunuer teams, three companles

of the 8Lzl Airborme Ranger Rattalion {(ATVH ). & MSF company, @nd a CIDG security
platoon, There were 30 cuampany, two platoon; and 18 team op-oraticns conducted

and 27 contacts estatlished, Thirty-cne encmy we=-e kilied and one captured,

An additional 38 enemy were killed by air swgprort. Also captured were 15 wespons
There were %wo USASF personnel »nd 17 persoorel from assceis/aurmentation units
kiiled during c¢perations, The opsrations revealed that a major road was being

built or repaired, as required, "rom the Ashau Valley east toward Hue and Phu

Bal, The road was beiiy; ussu extensively by enemy forces for logistical. troop
movement,

{¢) Operation Rapidfire VIII (E-36j was conducted during the period 27
March - 15 Apral in the southeast portion of Pnaoc Long Province, III CTZ, The
composition of operational elements was the same as for Ravidfire VII, There
were twu company. two pratoon, auad nine team onorations conducted which resulted
in nine eneny contacts, There werc L0 eneny Xalledy Two USASE prrsonnel were
kilied and five were wounded. Aarstrikes acconmted for an addaitronal five enemy

z1led,
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(61;)5umma.y of Significant Special Forces Activities During the Tet

Offenaive,” The role of The CLDF durany, 1ho tet ol fonsive was unusual in that
aoldiers were taken from environment in the more remote portions

of Vietnam and utilized in combat missions in and around ths major population
centers, The mein shift in missions cccurred in 1T and IV CTZ as operaticns in
Y and III CTZ were relatively unaffected by the tet offensive., This new role
provided a challenge to the CILG troops. With no training in the techniques
of combat in cities, che CIDG troops effectively accomplished their assigned
missiong., Summaries of CIDG operations conducted in IT and IV CTZ as a
result of the tet offensive follow.

(a) In II Corps, CIDG units were committed on operations in seven pro-
vincial capitals. These operations resulted in 529 enemy killed, one wounded,
33 cantvred and 97 weapons seized. Friendly losses during the same period
were 35killed, 201 wounded and 5 weapons lost. Two MSF cempanies and two
platoons fram the C Detachment at Plelku were committed on search and elear
operations in Pleiku City. These MSF elements were instrumental in cleare
ing NVA and VC units from the city. One MSF company from Pleiku was air-
lifted into the Ban Me Thout ares tc conduer mobile guerilla operations under
the operational control of the 173 Airborne Bripade. This MSF umit ambushed
small NVA elemscuus Lhal wers usiiy cle extensive Clall ueuwer'K arvwi wie
city. Another MSF company and one CRP was airlifted from Pleiku to conduct
gearch and clear operations in the city of Phan Thiet, One CSF company from
Dak Pek, Detachment A-2142, was committed to reinforce the Detachment B-2)
compound in Kontum City. The company rerformed search and clear operations
in and around the city., Two CSF compamies from Trang Fhuc, A.222. one company
from Ap Lac, A-23L, and one comrany from Ngon Co, A-235, were airlifted from
their respective camps to Dalat tc perform search and clear operations in the
city. One CSF rommany from Phu Tuc, A-22L. one CSF comrany from Cung Son,
A=221, and one platoom and one 106RR section from Ha Tay, A-227, were air-
lifted from their respective camps to Qui Nhon and assigned the mission of
clearing enemy units from the key inatallations in the city., The radio
station, railrocad yard and Milltary Security Service Headquarters were retaken
from the enemy by CSF troops. Four MSF companies from Nha Trang. Detachment
A-503 and six CSF comranies from Trung Dung, Detachment A-502; were employed
in Nha Trang City. The MSF provided security for the province prison and
headquarters, while the CSF companies were used primarily to block escape
routes from the city.

(b) In IV Corps the main enemy effort was also directed against the
province and district capitals. CSF and IMSF units were committed on operations
in support of three provincial capitals. These orerations resulted in 179
eremy killed, one wounded. 37 captured and 83 weapons seized. Friendly losses
for the same period were 26 killed, and 65 wovnded. One CRP from Moc Hoa,
Detachment A-L1lh. on a combined operation ..th the Lth Battalion, 11th ARVN
Infantry conducted a house to house clearing operation to retake Moc Hoa City.
One CRP platoon from Theung Thoi, A-432, one CSF comrany from Cai Cai, A-L37,
and one MSF company from Don Phuc, A-L02, were airlifted frem their respective
camps to Cao Larh %o conducil operations 4o clear the enemy elements that were
dug in and around the city. Can Tho, Detachment C.h, provided one CSF company
and one CRP to augment the defense of tbe Can Tho airlield.
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df5)Pians and Orgonization,

(1) A study was conducted to close Detachment B-L2 at Chau Doc in IV CT%;
however, Lefore close out could te effected, the plan was overtaken by the events
that followed the enemy's Tet offonsive, "The close ont hag been delayzd until
an undetermined future date,

(2) The Tel offensive also rasulted in the cancaellation of the requirements
for 5tk SFGA participaticn in Oparation York,

(3) The Sth SFGA Budget for 1969, which was prepared as a joint project
between §3 Plans, Sk, and the Gomptroller, was submitted in April.

(L) The review and revision of MTOE 31-105E (Airborne Speclal Forces Group)
and the TDA for Special Operations continued during the gquarter and is being
placed in final form for submission, Its submission was delayed pending
approval or disapproval of the study mentioned below,

(5) A special. and far-reaching study and plan, titlec Concept of Opsrations
for the Expanded Role of Special Forces in RVN, was prerared and submitted, This
study which included eleven annexes, containeC short-ra-pe plans (1968-69),
mid-range plans (1969.70), and long-range plans 11970-7). The plan called for

‘evaluatzon and realipnmernt of present camps; esbtablishmant of interdiction TAOR's

along *the border which would evolve into a Dorder Control Zone for post-hostilities;
expansion of the Mobile Strike Force to brigade size units in each CTZ and one
based at Nha Trang as the country-wide reserve (+he brigades are zalled Mobile
Striks Force Commands); modarnization of the weaponiy throughout the CIDG

program; employment of all available assets in swnnort of the interdiction
TACRis/Border Control Zone; and the formation of the VN3F and CIDG into &

Border Police/Constabulary Force for the post hostilities nariod. Thias concept

was presented to USARV on 21 April and to CUMUSMACYV on 22 April.

(6) CIDG Camps.

(a) The scheduled transfer of camps Xinh Guan 1I and ThuorgThoi (IV CTZ)
to VISF control was deferred indeli-iftely. The VNSF HC requested the deferment
because of the non-availability of VNSF assets.

(b) A number of the camps in all CT%2%5 schednled feor convarsion, rclocation
opening, or ‘¢losing were deferred or cancellad as a result of the Tet offensive,

e 0) Trairing,

(1) General, Command smphasis on training continues to increase. The
Sth SFGA Combzt Orientation vourse was inltiated on 8 Apras anu prugions of
instruction and training schedulos were vevised on 30 April in a continuing
effort to provide replacement trainin- c¢f maxamum value to the indjvidual and
to subordinate commanders. A system of individual trainine records was
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similtaneously established to administer the program, A second project concerning
the upgrading and reorganization of CIDG training was initiated in early April

in an effort to mcet present requivements. Advancad special subject programs

for a vehicle and generator mechanies course are undar preparation by Sl and

a combat interpreters course by the civilian personnel office, Comsideration

is being given to the relocation of existing courses in an effort to make

maximum use of our limited air transportation support., The establishment of

a haavy weapons course is also be'ng considered. In early M-rch annroval was
received to conduct basic airborne training for non-airborie 5th SFGA personnel.
Two regular coursss were taught durin~ “he reportine period,

(2XYDong Ba Thin Training Center.

(a) General, During the reporting p:riod, Detachmen! B-51 continued to
sucessfully accomplish its primary mission of providing acvice and aseistincs
to the VNSF Training Center in the training of VNSF and CI psrsonnsl, Advice
and support werc alsorendered to the a~sirn-2d Cgmp Strike Force in combat
oper:tiong training anu 1ocaLr security. Considerable improvements were made
in the training support rendered, combat pperations conducted, and in the
qQuality of camp Tacilities provided “or both USASF and CIDG personnel,

(b) Personnal Strencth.

Det B-51 VNSF Training Conter  Camp Strike Force
AUTH: 9 Off/19 EM L9 Off/231 EM 180 o
ASGN s 9 Off/21 EM c1 Off/177 ™ 1,80 )

(¢} Opcrations. Combat opnrations were incraased during the reporting
period with 28 miss’ons being executed. YNotahle successes were achieved in
four joint operations conductod with units of the 30th ROK Repiment, 9th ROK
Divislon. One of these oparations was cxtremely successful snd resulted in
Lk VC KIA by the ROK forces, Similar operations of this nature will continue
in the future.

() Training. Improvoments in facilities wers a major comtribution te
the increased effectiveness of training conducted, A three land Swing Landing
Trainer was constructed for the basic airborms students, Two 100 noint basic
compass courses and a sevenbay student demolitlion and charge prevaration bunker
were constructed, The four inch thick plexiglass wiridows in each bay allow
the students to ebserve their individual charges detonate, A multivurpose
six-bay student firing bunker wag also completed, From these bays the students,
are taught to use the }-79, 1light machins gun, M-72 LAW, 3,5" rocket launcher,
57 mm recoilless rifle, and hand grenades, Major renovation o other training
aids are in progress. Reconstruction of the VC villaps, which was almost
completely burned out by a fire in March, is one siuch wroject., Training center
improvements scheduled to be campleted during the naxt quarter includs control
towers for each of the three live fire ganpges, a new "quick kill range," and
tw- pappelling towers,

29
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{s) Results.
NO.

COURSE COMULNCED GRADUATED STUDENTS
Tae Kwon Do (Karate) 19 Feb 68 — 22
US Basic Airborne 19 Feb 68 25 Feb 68 1
VNSF Radio Opsrator 20 Nov 67 - -—- N
US Basic Airborne 12 Mar 68 16 Mar 68 6
Anti-tank and Combat in cities 1L Mar 68 22 Mar 68 22
US Basic Airborne 1 Apr 68 12 Apr 68 25
MSF Basic Airborns 3 Apr 66 11 Apr 68 1L
Combat Reccn Platoon L Apr 68 —— 212
Infantry Tactics for VN Navy 28 Mar 63 11 Apr 68 L1
CING Leadarship 18 Apr 68 _— 95
VNSF OFF AICO /EM 18 Apr 68 — 89
u> Basic Airborne 15 Apr 68 28 Apr 68 10
MSF Basic Airborne 15 Apr 68 27 Apr 68 186

(3XUMACY Recondo Schpol,

(a) General, During ths reporting period MACV Recondo School contimued

its mission of training sclected pirsonnel from US/FIMAF units im the specialized

techniques and skills necessary to conduct successful long raure recommnalssancs
operations in South Vietnam, The MACV Recondo Museum, which was dedicated on
13 April 1968, was built by Sergeant Major Lynch and dedicated to his son, FFC
Justin Lynch, PFC Iynch was iilled in action in November 1965 at Plei Mei, RVN,

(b) Program of Iastruction, The program of instrnction consists of 286,5
hours of instruction over a 20 day period. Included are instructions on physical
training, map reading, medisal training, intelligence, patroll:ng, waapons
training, air operations, and combat operations., The school has & capacity
for sixty-five students per class,

{¢) Cadra Strenpths

AUTH: 5 Officers, 1 Enlisted.
ASGN = 7 Officers, 57 Enlisted,

(d) Results. During the quarter, MACV Recondo School traimed eisht
Reconuu viasses, & uotal of'520 students, Graduating from these classes were

230 personnel,

(LXYIT Corps Tactical Zonc (Company B).

(a) Detachment B-20 (MSF) graduated 156 recruits on 30 April in its first
training course given to recruits organized as a company. This method proved
superior to the previous technique of conducting the traiming om an individuzl
basis after the recruit was assigned to a regular company.
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(v) A1l CIDG camps under the command of Detachment B-23 conductzd refresher
training during the past quarter. Basiv training continues to be conducted at
all camps. The 2L4th MSF company was recruited and given basic training,

3
¥

(c) Training at the CIDG camps under the command of Detachment B-2L was
conducted in tactics,; weapons, and communications, personal hygiene and camp
sanitation, Range firine of individual and crew-served weapons was condicted
and the CSF were familiarized with CS agents,

(5XUIII Corps Tactical Zone (Commany A),

o

(a2} The III CTZ CSF Training Center at Trang Sup has oneratsd at full
capacity throughout the quarter with a sustained averare of %50-600 trainens.

(b) A training program for CSF 105 mm howitzer cprews was initiated on 1
April, Progress to date has been slow; however, it is anticinatad that the
month of May will show a distinct improvement.,

(¢) Detachment B-35, Hau Nghia Province, initiated its own CSF refresher
training course, The concept is %o initially train one CSF company and one CRP,
When this group graduates, another wnit will ta“e ita vlacs, The program of
instruction includes instruction on the M-1 and M-2 carbine, M-1 Rifle, BAR, ;
M-60 Machine gun, M-79 grenade launcher, 60 mm-mortar, basic first aid, range
firing, 1~18 claymore mines, squad and platoon tactics, =nd basic communications
with the HT-1, PRC-10, and PRC-25,

{d) As a result of the armor attack on Lang Vei snd the confirmed
presence of tanks within Special Forces TACR's in III CTZ, a vigorous anti-tank
training program was conducted, The program consisted of the formation of
tank-killer teams, weapons familiardzation, (106 mm HR, M-72 LAW, 3,5" rocket
launcher and the 57 mm RR), instructions of tank capabilities and tactics,
and field expediemt means of destruction,

(6).[“\1\' Corps Tactical Zone (Comnany D),

(al’u)?lans are presently being made to conduct a two week refresher course

- San o 2 e o Mimes Maan f e e Cmedmee 2 o ante Mo
for CSF ¢ mpanics abt the now T Chau +Talning venvuwer 1n early +iay,

(b) Training in anti-tank warfare is being conducted at all detachments.
(¢) Camp Strike Force leadership training continies as 32 students from

subordinate detachments are presently attendinpg this course at the Dong Ba Thin
Training Center.

(d)- The Mobile Strike Force Training Center at Don Phuc is present: s
conducting basic combat training for 139 recruits.
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f()Aviation, During the reporting period several new developments arose
in the field of aviation,

(a) The forward air controller (FAC) support of Project Delta was incrcased
by the introduction of the Twin engine 0-2 aircraft as a substitute for the
single engine 0-1,

{b) A new idea haz been daveloped in LAPES {Low Altitude Parachute
Extraction System). The old method was capable of extracting bundles weighing
8,000 pounds. The newly modified techniques is able to extract up to 36,000
pounds on one pass,

(e¢) The 201st Assault Helicoptor comneny has develomed a new coacept in
armed helicopters, They have installed a M system (four M-60 machine suns)
which is fired by the co-pilot, BEach door rumner now has a LO mm Honeywell
with 500 rounds of ammunition per gun as a replacement for the M-60 door guns,
This gunnery system has proven to be quite successful,

gd{v)logistics.

(1) General, Fram 1 February throuch 30 April, the Logistical Support
Center continued to provide the widely dispersed companies and detachrents
with all classes of supply and limited depot maintenance., Durins the period
13 - 18 April the final FY 69 budget was orepared and submitted to MACV,

(2) Sup%slx (15C), The ammunition stockage 1ist was computed for the mroup
and for each FSP., An extension is presently beimpr built on Warehouse 24 to
provide adequate space for a Self Service Supply Center “or tools and expendables,
A commejrcial type retail dispensing point for POL is nearly completed which will
increase the efficiency of this operation.

(3) Movements and Storage, The ammmition storage area continuss to be
jmproved with the construction of over 700 foet of new berm and two fighting
bunkers, During the reporting quarter, 12,223 short tons of supnlies were
moved from the LSC to supported FSP's and detachmants,

(4} Maintenance, During the quawmter, 1023 job orders for emgineer equipment
were received with 791 pieces of engineer equipment being repaired and 2162 being
repaired, Four huadred and twenty-five avtomotive job orders were received with
189 vehicles beinp repaired.

{5) II Zorps Tactical Zone (Company B),

{(a) The FSP at Pleiku continues to provide logistical support for two
subordinate B detac mense, 1) subordinate A detachments, and the Pleiku MSF,

(n) The FSP at Detach-ent B-23 (Ban Me Thuot) became fully operatinonal
during the quarter and now provides logistical supnort for nine subordinate A

32



R I TR PR SRRy Lhos b ren s e v omes L dmmen e e A= e wirirer matmm e mmememe s aelin - e e

27
“"AVGB.C 15 May 1968

SU3JECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

detachments, the B detachmant, and the MSF, It also handles svecified items
of supply for Detachment B-50,

(6) III Corps Tactical Zone {(Commany A),

(a) During the reporting period, the FSP shipped more corgo than during
any previous peried, Cargo shipnzd totaled 7,306,7L0 pounds in Felruary,
4,050,111 pounds in March, and 6,076,110 pounds in April, This insrease in
operations can be attributed to thc assignment of 2 C7A operaticn team to the
Bien Hoa Airbase. This team has assisted Company A in proper scheduling and
loading of supplies to the point where the output has increased by 30 percent.,

(b) A vast construction program began in'Fsbruary to improve the facilities
of the Company A Sk and the FSP, Thus far, the maintenance facilities store
room, maintenance building and areass racks have besn ~onstructed, The
foundations and frames for new off'ice buildings, receivine sheds and warehouses
are also complete. Unce fully completed, the new 34 facilities will enable
the Company A ¥SP and entire logistics control problem to be more efficiently
controlled,

(7) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D).

. (a) The amount of supplies handled by the Companv D FSP durine the

! reporting period increased approximftely thrcefold as compared to the lasi
period, Particularly noteworthy is the fact tnat the inerease i1 sunplies

; moved took vlace with no appreciable increase in air gssets, Ths fact that
. two camps were inserted during the quarter accounts for most of the increase
; in supplies moved.

(b) The logistical sec'ion of Company D continues to expand, A large
amount of PSP was laid in order to increase open storage space, Already,
after cnly a gmall amount of rainfall, the PSP has proven its value, Expansion
into thie new warehouse continues as more shelves and box pallets are built,

; h{udRovelutionary Nevelopment Supnort Astivitiss and Peweholopical Onerstions.

(1) CTZ,

{a) The sharp incrsase in Viet Cong activities during the Tet offensive
rosulted in floods of refugees and accompanying problems., Over.165,000 pounds
of supplies ware distributed to the 35,94k refugees that are pressntly being
aspisted by nine A detaclments, In order to counter the propapanda produced
] vy the eneny concerning the treatment of Hol Chanh in the Chieu Hoi centers,
Company C initiated a program to insure that no discrimination occurrad against
the Montagnard Hoi Chanh.
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(b) The training of POLWAR teams began during the latter part of March,
A 16 man POLWAR team from Tra Bong participated in the training program which
congisted of two weeks of classrcom instraction and participation in & three
day patrol during which thsy conducted loudspeaker op'rations and held discussions
with all pcrsonnel contacted bv the patrol. The two weeks of classroom work
included 110 hours of theory and practical work.

(2) 1IIcC7Z,

(a) Clivic action activities in Company B during the Auarter invelved
refugee and resettlement ald, MEDCAP!s, and distribution of commodities at
all levels. A great deal of effort was directed toward the construction of
CIDG dependent housing at Company B and Detachments B-20, B-23, A-2)), A-236,
A-2L2, and A-239. Upon approval from HQ Sth SFGA, construction of dependeht
housing will begin at Detachments B-22, A-231, A-235, and A-222, A CIDG
memorial was established at Detachment A-237 and several camps are constructing
either imdoor or cutdoor movie theaters for the CIDG Troops,

(B) Schools for the CIDG dependent children and civilian children were
built in several camps, Detachments A-227, and A.228 are currently involved in
major school construction programs.,

(¢) Although Tet created an influx of refugses to the urban areas, responsible
GVN officials assumed control over the situation after initial assistance from
the Special Forces detachments. Refugees supportnd solely b Special Forces
roge from 14,500 in January to 19,500 in February. This number dropped to
1,L50 by the end of March, Current refugee areas are Detachnents A-239, A-2i6,
A.22), and A-238, Thu Bon Province officials are taking over the programs at
Detachments A«224 and A-238 and the province concerned with Detachments A-239
and A-2L6 is slowly lending a hand.

{d) The PSYOPS programs of Company B have been pombined with the GVN
POLWAR program quite successfylly with the emphasis shifting naturally and
easily from the civilian population towar~ the motivation and indoctrinaticn
of the CIDG soldier,

{e) PSYOPS progréms have omphasized face-to-tace media, the hand distribution
of leaflets and posters. Leaflet dissemination dropped from 3.1 million in
January to 300,000 in March, however, the reaction time for the few missions
that have been requested has becen reduced from several days to only a few hours,

(£) Several detachments are developing POLWAR tcams and company B ig
presently planning to start a formal training program in Juns,

(3) III crz.

(a) MEDCAP's and the activities of the various POLUAR teams highlighted
civic action activities in Company A, At the present; all PSYOPS and CIVAC

3k
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E -
E programs being developed or already in ope-ation are in support of the FOLWAR
¥ program,
3 ' (b) Although CING POLWAR team have been orpanized in most camps since
g January; thesc teams have been virtuslly untrained and ummotivated, A POLWAR
4 § training course which consists of two weeks of formal classroom instruction
? and a one week FIX was initiated in April at the Trang Sup Special Forces Canp, '
1 % (¢) PSYOPS material which is directed toward the CING and their dependsnts _
3 L is currently beinr developed, This material will verr from handouts and posters
L

to such specialized items as certificates of achievemont and diplomas.

(L, Iv crz,

PR PPN,

(a) The main emphasis in civic actions at the begincinsg of the reporting
period was the support for refugees, The massive influx of refugees, due to
the Tet offensive, resulted in the immediate need for food, ciothing and other

) CA commoditles, Juick reaction from the 5F0B, CARE, CRS, and other aivilian

! agencies, helped tremendously-in providing these people with the n-2eded items.
Under the protection offered by and with he help raceived from our detachments,
the refugees have seen the advantaros of the GVI,

(b) During the remainder of the renorting piriod, most detachments wer=
involved in some sort of self help project. Construction on nine dependant
housing projects and numerous other projects was at a psak throughout the
Delta, Hopefully, most of the projects will be cuimpleted before the monsoons
come in mig-May.

B s T T R BT ) WA P R R T SRR
Lol N . . .

(¢) The wost significant s:tbeck of the Revolutionarv Develupment program
during this reporting perlod was caused by the Viet Cong offensive, Public
offices bridges, and aid stations were either burmed or destroyed. Tne
abandoniig of the Binh Chau Outpost {Tuycn Binh Villape) forced the civilian
populsce of Binh Chau Haml:t to leave their homes, Distriet and Previncial
officials aided these people in finding shelter with friends, relctives, and
other villagers and provided them vith emergency suppliss of bulgar whee.,
cooking oil; and canned meat.

(a) The majorit; these piople chose 1o 'mscoume Lemporars refurees rather
than stay in an arca that the Viet Cong would control, The District C:ief has
also assired these people that GUN will do everything ponaible to help them
return te their hemes as soon as possihle, '

WAL o s e

(@) Increased speaker operations in Detachment A«L15 publicized the
medical attention that was available at the district diapensary. The result waa
a 150% incraase over Jamiary's number of patients,

(£) A CA/PSYCPS refresher tr-ining course was started on 25 March at the Cai
Von training scheol nzar Can Tho., A1l Detachments sent one half of their CA/PSYQPS
aquad for he first four w:ek course which terminated om 7h April. The remaining

half began training during the last uegk in April,
2
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SUBJECTs Operationsl Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 30 Aprdl 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

1.(u)Fersonnel,

(15 Strength. Authorized and assigned strength at the beginning and at
the closs of the reporting pariod were as follows:

(a) Beginning of Periods

OFF Wo B AGO |
Authorizeds 691 2k 2765 3480 .
Asgigned: 577 23 2800 3LCOo

(b) Close of Period:

OFF wo B A
Authorizéd: 691 2h 2765 3L80
Assigned:s 639 23 2729 3391

(2) Replacements. During this quarter a total of 179 officers and 510
enlisted replagements were received, During the same period, the losses were
120 officers and 677 enlisted.

(3) Morale and Personnel Ssrvices.

(a) Decorations awarded:

Distinguished Service Cross 10
Silver Star L7
Distjnguished Fiying Cross b
Legion' of Merit 21
Soldier's Medal 17
Bronze Star w/"V" Divice 201
Bronze Star L73
Air Medal w/"V" Device 1hL
Aix Yedal 223
Army Commendation Medal w/"V" Device 79
Army Commendation Medal 252
#Purple Heart 381

* Does not include awards made for assignel personnel who were
awarded the Purple Heart by hospitals,

(o) Combat Badges:

Combat Infantryman Badge 1062
Combat Medical Badge 215
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(L) Promot
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the period,

”n
L

367 enlisted personnel wers pramoted during

(5) Reenlistments. A total of 27 reenlistments or extension actions
ware completed. “The enlistmant/extension breskdown was:

First term BA reenlisiments 12
AUS reenlistments 1
A extensions 10
AUS extensions 3
USAR extensions 1

(6) Postal, The 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) is serviced by APO
96240 and is responsible only for collection and distribution of mail,

(7) Special Services,

&) R & R quotas received were 508 for out - of -~ country.

(b) A total of 18,038 persons attended the 91 different movies shown at
the Special Forces Operational Base duaring the quarter,

(8) Chaplain Activities.

{a) Reliigious Services,

Denomination Nr of Services Attendances
Catholic 188 5406
Protestant 82 1700
Memorial L2 1702

(b) Visits, During the period, five chaplains made a total of 251 visits
to Spacial Forces detachments located throughout Vietnam spanding a total of
271 days in the field and 271 hours and L9 minutes flying time,

(¢) There wers 2,833 other personnel contacts (4interviews, counseling, etc).

(9) Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Order,

(8) A& total of 1kl 4ncidents were reported to the Provost Marshal's offine
during the reéporting peried,

(b) Military Justice.

General Courte Martial
Special Courts Martial
Sumary Courts Martial

HoH
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SUBJICT: Operational Report of 5th Spscial Forces Group {Abn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (V)

J{YHedical,
(1) ©ING Medical Care,

(a) Construction was completed on the 4O bed expansion to the CIDG
hospital at Da Hang during April 1968, This expansion to a capacity of 80
bedg is zlready providing increassd medical facilities for the treatment of
I CTZ CIng,

(b) During April 1968, construction hegan on a LO bed CIDG convalescent
center at Long Bai, This facility will permit CING long~tsrm convalsscence
under medical supervision without decreasing available bed space at CIDG hospitals,
The Tacility will “urthor permit the reteation in the CING program of personnel
that require leng-term convalescence asg well as provide a location for
rehabilitational and vocational training for disabled CIDG,

(2) Training,

(a) During the first quarter of 1968, 211 courses in personal hypiene and
sanitation were conducted, attended by a total of 5,652 indigenous ecivilians,

(b) During the first quarter of 1968, Special Forces medical personnel
trained 538 CIDG aidmen.

{c) During the first quarter of 1968, Special Forces medical personnel
conducted the training of 137 civilian nurses who were hired to assist at CIDG
dispensaries throughout the combat zone,

(3) Veterinary Medicine, During March and April 1968, approximately
900 water buffalo in I T4 were immunized agairst rinderpest.

k(WSignal,

(1) II CTZ, Detachment B-20 is in the process of constructins a communications

center, Presently, all communications support is provided by Company B, Even
after the completion of ths communicaticns center, it is anticipated that it
will be a while before Detachmont B-20 will be self-supporting.

(2) 111 CTZ., In order to provide for an efficient and reliable backup
for the single-side bard voice command net, an automatic FM retransmission
facility was installad on Nui Ba Den mountain. This facility has made 1t
possible for any camp to talk to almost any cther in IIT CT7 by using either
the AN/PRC-25 or AN/PRC-L6 radio sets, FM communications hawve heen improved
to the extent that M has become the primary means of communications between
the B detachments and their respective subordin~ts A detachments, The
installation of AN/VRC-46 and AN/VRC-);7 radio sets at all detachments in IIX
CTZ has made thls possible,
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H

(3) IV CTZ, The installation of a Tropospheric Scatter System to Nha
Trang was complcted by the 52nd Sipgnal Battalion during the reporting poriod.
An agreement was reached with the 52nd Signal Battalion for passage of traffic
frem the Lith STZ to Detachments B-L1l and B-42; however, this apreement’

-

terminates on 1 June 1968,

ld(ﬁComHtrolleE.

(1) Revision of Group Remulation 37-1, Due to the naturc ol Parasol
S¥ITCHEACK funding, all cash control and accounting measures in use within
the Sth Special Forces Group {Abn) are self-imposed. The regulation imposing
these measures is 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) Rapulation 37-1., During
; the past quarter, Reg 37-1 has been evaluated and revised in an effort to
I ' provide clearcr guidlines and more detailed instructions for detachment funds
| " officers,

:
g
b
g

-y

|

! : (2) TField Audit Program. The CIDG Finance Office completed a total of 52
! : on-gite field audits during the past quarter, Th2se field sudits ars conducted
) . primarily for the purpose of assisting funds officars at operational detachments
: ' and advising them on proper methnds of cash control and accounting procedures

; as well as to further inpress upon them their responsibilities in regard to the
large amounts of cash which they handle regulsrly, Field audits are performed
in addition %o monthly audits of all detachaents fund reports performed at the

] CIDG Finance Office. Field audits are an intepral part of the effort directed

! at overcoming the rapid turnov:ir and general lack of pwevious financial exmerience
) aneng funds officers,

- PR T e

L LI R XL F T P

(3) _FY €9 Comaand Budget Estimatae, The preparation of the FY 69 Command
Operating Budget marks the first time that the 5th Swecial Forces 'roup (Awn)
has attenpted to develop and compile a compl:te Comrand Operating Budret, In
the p:st, inform tion was transmitted to USARPAC in *+he2 form of a five pare
TWX for development at that lavel, The FY 69 COB, a document in excess of
100 pages, is a »roduct of exhaustive research and coordination among the
stoff seetion of this headquarters and U,S. Amy CI30, In<Coun*ry and Out-of=
Country QA and IFMA were staff developed by total cost and gqrarterly cost and
were compl:te with category snd line item Justifications.
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S

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Specisl Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(KI) (U)

@X9)Engincer,

(1) The following new CIDG camp construction and rehabilitation construction
way conducted during the reporting period (asterisk denotes rehabilitation

construection):
LOCATION
II CT2:

Tieu Atar, A-231

Ben Hat, tUndesignated)

*#Flateau Gi, A-2)43
Binh Thanh, A-502
#Dak Pek, A-2)2
Ban Me Thuot, B-50
Pleiku; B Companv

IIT CTZs

Xantum, 4-322
Thien Ngon, A-323
lue Hue, A-351
#Tong Le Chon, A-33L
Bu Dop, A-311
#Tra Cu, A4-352

Tay Ninh, B-32

Hon Quan, B-32
Song Be, B-3l

Iﬂn,g H&i, 8“36

IV CTZ:

Thanh Tri, A-L1k
My Dien II, Al16
Can Tho, B-L0

Can Tho, Company D

CONST UNIT

KB 1/20th EBC
KB }/299th EBC
KB )

Staff Engr
299th EBC
KB 3
Staff Engr

588th EBC/A-322
588th EBC/A-323
30th EBC (ARVN)
X8 2

Staff Engr/A-3)1
K-352 (selfhelg)

B-32 (melfhelp
B-33 (selfhelp)
B-33 (3elfhelp)
B-36/1-302

KB 1

KB 2/A-106
Staff Engr
Staff Engr

(2) The following comstraction projects are planned during the next quartert

LOCATION s
Mirh Thanh
Tra Cu, A-352

Tra Cu Air Field

Duc Hue Aiy Field,A-351

Moc Hoa, B.l1 (MSF)

Can Tho, Company D HQ

CONST UNIT

KB 2

KB 2

20th Engr Bde
20th Engr Bde
Staft Engr

Staff Engr
L0

CONFIDENTIAL

EST DATE
4 COMPLSTE CQMPLETION
100%
80% UNK
8% 20 May
100%
5% 15 May
80% 15 Jun
98% 30 May
96% 30 May
SO UNK
25% UNK
Lot UNK
104 30 Jun
90% 15 Jun
(71 10 Jul
95T 10 May
708 30 Jun
65% 31 Mgy
0% 31 Mgy
3% 30 dun
Log 31 May
EST 'START REMARKS
UNK Renabilitation
after Tong le Choa.
UNK Rehabilitation
after Minh Tanh
15 May
1 Jun
15 May Rehabilitate old
Awh]l. camp
1 Jun
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFCR-65(RI) (y)

(3) In addition to the construction projects conducted in the subordinate
detaclments approximately 50 projects were conducted within the SFOB (4including
A-502, A-503, and B-52). About one hz2lf of the projects were completed during
the quarter while the remainder are still in progress. Daring the auarter
well drilling operations in II CTZ resulted in two wells drilled at Pleiku and
two at Qui Fhon.

(1) Well drilling operations in III CTZ resulted in three dry holes.
Problems were encountered at 100 to 120 foot depths where rock stratum prevents
further psnetrations, Af er the arrival of necesaary drill collars and hard
rock drill bits from CONUS; the three wells can be completed, In the meantine,
the well drilling team is moving to Tay Ninh where it is honed the rock stratim
is below the water table.

(5) Status of CAC 906 Funds, As of this report $1,532,755 or 776 of FY 68
budgetoed construction funds have been ohligated, of this amount, $836,838 or 55%
has been expended, $695,915 has been obligated but not yet expended and $L467,2LS
budgeted but not yet obligated, At present there are planned projects that will
require approximately $225,000 of the remaining unobligated funds,

(6) Analxsis. Enginear activities during the period shifted away from new
CIDG camps construction toward rehsbilitaticn projects, Alao, the Group continued
to have limited success in obtaining regular engineer support from units outside
Sth OFGA, The main problem with outside support is that it is provided on an
"as available™ basis, Construction equipment utilization continues to suffer
from lack of qualified operators. The equipment availahle is in great demand,
but whenever 1t is loaned out te detachments other than KB teams it is invariably
inoperative within a short time, usually without accomolishing the mission for
which it was sent,

Ih}
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Fo ro )
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI} (U)

2, (C) Section 2, Leasons Learned: Commander's Observatio-s, Evaluations,
and Recommendations.

a, Personnel.

(1) Paragraphing Format, AR 340-15, (Historisn)

OBSERVATION: The method of indentation of subordinate paragraphs as required
by AR 340-15 i3 confusing and makes interpretation more difficult.

EVALUATION2 AR 340-15 requires all subordinate paragravhs "¢ bepin four spaces
from the 1laft margin. It has been found that lenpthy correspondence often
includes many subdivisions under main paragraphs, for example the lessons

learned portion of the Operational Report-Lessons iLearned, By indenting all
subdivisions the same number of spaces from the left margin, it becomes extrenely
difficult to visually detect one subordinate idea from another and relate them
in proper prospective to the main idea., For that reason this hcadquarters
elected not to number "OBSEZRVATICGN™, MEVALUATTON' and "RECOMMENDATION" as
subordinate paragraphs as outlined in USARV Reg S525-15.

RECOMMENDATION: That the correspondence fcrmat as outlined in AR 3)0-15 be
of a paragraph,

{2) Personnel Rosters. {Company A)

OBSERVATION: B detachments should publish personnel information rosters and
update them on a recurring basis,

EVALUATION: Some detachments had previously neplected to publish or maintain
a current personnel information roster. Once the practice was initiated, 1t
was found that improved casualty report and replacement systems were a direct
result. Changes %o the roster may be included in daily administrative reports.

HECMMENDATION: Nene,

(3) Identification Tapgs und Cards, (Company A)

OBSEHVATION: It is imperative .ab the senioy US person on site inspect U5
personnel just prior to operstlons to insure that identification tags and
cards are in their possessicn,

EVALUATION: Recent casualties have Leen evacuated without identification tags
and cards accompanying their hedies. Even though personnel have besn directed
in carry these items, they continue to leave on operations withowt them,

RECCHMMENDATION: None,

o]
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(L) Recurring Reports and Routine Reguests. (Compeny 1)

g
%

OBSERVATION: Recurring reports were baing received from the detachments in
5. varying formats and sometimes incemplete. Heports on routine reaquests also
required an excessive amount of typing at the "A" detachment.

T

EVALUATION: It has been found that by stenciling a rumber of forms and distrib-
uting them to the detachments, a number nf items such us RER requests, form
indorsements, VIP visii reports, and pey comwlaints covld be completed with a
minimm of typing or even by hand, This assured unifeormity, completeness, more
rapid response, and a reduced administrative burden to the detachments.

TneAdTi PR RIS FA D NPT e OB N
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RECRIFNDATION: Nons,

(5) Tracing of Awards and Decorations, {Company A}

OBSERTATION: Menthly lisison visits to the SFOUB have prowven to be highly 5
effective in insuring an efficient awards and decorations progream. !

EVALUATION: It has becn found that correspondence slons was an insufficient

and time consuming means of tracing recommendations for awards. Monthly !
liaison visits afford the oppo-tunity to physicelly irace recommendations and ;
coordinate on problem areas or changes in requlrements,

RECQMMENDATION: Nome,

(4) Hotion Picturs Projecctors, (Compaazy A)

OBSERVATION:z One or two extra motion picture projectors should be meintained
at the C detachment to allow for a direct exchange system with the A detachments,
The responsibiliiy for DX repalr should rest with the C detachment signal ofticer.

EVALUATION: Motion picture projectors at the A detachments are subject to
extreme concitions and therefore breakdown at a higher rate than is normally
the cass at the B or C detachment, A DX repsir system is necessary to insure
that the detachments can continue to sc2e movies while proiectora are being

repaired, g
RECOMMENDATION: Neone.

(7) CIDG Morale, (Company B)

OBSERVATION: * A system should be established which would give CIDG persornel
avsent from the camp a means of forwarding money to their dependents through 7
the pay officer and the CIDG gecretary. Lettere and packapes to the CIDG from -
his family could be delivered bv the CIDG secretary in the same manner.

3
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5ih Specie] Forces Group (Ahn) for Period

Ending 30 April 1568, RCS CSFOR-G5(RL) (U)

EVALUATION2 I3 has been found that when CIDG personnel oparate away from

thelr camp and family for an xtended period of time, their prealesgt concerns

are for the welfare of thelr dependents and the inability to recelve news from

home. These econcernc of'ten take precedence ovar the combat operations which
they are conducting, espucially on payday.

RECOMMENDATLC "¢ RNone,

(8) Requirerents for Special Forces Aidmen, (Surgeon)

O3SERVATION: The requirement for medical aidmen in the 5th Speclal Foreces
Group far exceeds the authorization.

EVALUATION: Tae expanslon of Mobile Strike Forces, the expansion of CIDG
hospiialas and increases in CIDG hospital activities, and the expansion of
medical “4raining orograms have inereased the requivements for medical aidmen

in the Sth Special Forces Grouwi. far above the authorized strength of 236 aldmen,

RECGMENDATION: That all aldmen assigned to this orpanization in excess of
authorization be kept in the Group to successfully accomplish the medical
nisgior for which this unit is responsible other than beinr levied by higher
headquartcrs for ron-Special Forces migsions.

b, Operations.

(1 VC Diversionary Tactics, (Company B)

OBSERVATIONSs Small size reconnaisgsance patrols should be used to verify
intelligence reperts prior to reacting in force,

EVALUATION: The VC often attempt to draw attention from the major infiltration
routes to other areas by means of small unit activities and/or false intelli-
gen.ce reports,

RECQMMNDATION: None,

(2} Searching Captured Sampans, {Company D)

OBSERVATION: Capturec enemy campane should be thoroughly searched, to include
the bottom side, prior to their destructicn.

FVALUASTONe It has been found that most coperations dn not have the capability
to retwrn captured sampanc to bage camnp; subsequently, thev are destroyed.
Searches of these sampans have often yielded hidden ecuipment and supplies., A
favorite procedure of the VC is to sscurs items to the bottom of a sampan,

RECOMHENDATION  None,

i
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SUBJECT: Oper.ational Report of 5th Special Forces Croup {Atm) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

(3) Airboat Utilization and Preparetions. (Compeauy D)

OBSERVATION: Lessons learned during the previous airboat season have helped in
providing valuable guildance to subordinate headuuarters with reprards tc airboat, =
tactics, communications, and resuppiy.

EVALUATION: £ boats work best when employed with mmships. The punships locate,
isclats, and engage the target., The airboat section provides the manuever el2ments
to seal off any escape routes. The built-in speed and maneuverabllity of the
alrboat require constant cbservation by either VR or FAC alrcraft, Without
goidance from above, the airboat section may easily become disorlented.

RECCMMENDATIONS . None,

(L) Obtaining Tactical Air Support, (Avistion)

OBSERVATION: Interviews with several US Air Force forward air controllers (FAC)
and tactical air control party commanders have revealed that there iz a definlte
lack of knowledge by US Army forces in the proper method of obtaining tactical
air support, .

EVALUATION: Conventional ground units in FVN zre not affected bv this lack of
knowledge as much as Speclal Forces units, begause there are 2ir lisison ~fficers
attached et brigzde and higher 1:vel. Forward air controllers are ziterred at
battalion level, No provision has been made in the Sth Special Forces Group for
'this type of support except in the case of eertain special operaticna. This
leaves, for the most part, all of the Special Forces detachments with neithe: tha
capability nor the lmowledge to properly request tactical air suprort, FQ Sth
SFGA is presently coordinating with the US Air Force on the attaliment of an sir
liaison officer for each cf the four Special Forces commanv headqusviecs, This
officer would pive the company the capability of receiving more responsive and
more effective tactical air support.

RECOMMLNDATION: That courses of instruction on the proper methods and chammsis
for requesting tactical air support be included in the various US Armv Schocl
curriculums, This instructlon should touch lightly on the orpanizational structure
of the US Air Force so as to familiarize the ground commander with US fir Farce
techniques and procedures. It would be desirable to have US Air Force pu: sunnei
with air ground operational experience in RVN as instructors,

(5) VC Caches. {Company D)

OBSERVATION: Railds on known enemy way stations produce better results thsn attoapts
tc arbush the VC carrying parties shortly after they cross the Cambodian torder.

EVALUATIQN: Supplies are being infiltrated via canals and trails to preszlected
supply points located at considerable distance from the Tambodimn vorder in IV
CTZ. Raids on thse locations by quick reaction heliborne forces (Delta Faleon
Operations ) has proven to be highly suzcessful,

RECOMMENDATION: None,
L5
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Ending 39 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

(6} BRearming of AH-1G Cobra, (Company D)

OBSZRVATION: Tt has ween noted that the major limiting factor in the employ-

EVALUATION: To cut down on the "downtime" required to rearm Cobras, permanent
ammunition storage/rearming points have been constructed in the vicinity of the
aircraft refveling points., Three 55 gallen POL drums have been modified and
emplaced to store 2,75 inch rockets., Somi~peimanent containers have been
¢ongtructed for pre-linked 7,62 mm,

RECOMMENDATION: None,

(7) Reconnaissance of HelilLorne Landing Zones, (Company A)

OBSERVATIUN: Roconnaissances of landing zones must be thorough 8¢ as to prevent
last minuteé radical changes. The recon party should make high passec over the

1Z acea to insure accurale map spoiting. At least one low pass should be made

to check size, obstacles, slope, and general suitebility, Reconnaissance of
additional LZ's must be conducted in order to prevent compromise of the perspective
Lz,

EVALUATION: Heliborne operations have often bheen disruvted Lv last second
changes in landing formation, technique, and even in the location of the LZ
1tself, These changea lengthen the time of exposure to enemy fire, seduce
the effectiveness of surprise and landing zone preparations, and in general
jeopardize the success of the mission.

RECOMMENDATION: None,

(8) slarking of Friendly Positions, (Conpany A)

UOSERVATIN: A committed element which 1s requesting tactical &lr support
must mark at least three points so that its location is completely defined and
the FAC can adjust alis strikes safely.

FVpLUATIONS An element in contact was able to mark only its center of mase
tor the FAC who was controlling the air strikes. The exact locatlon of the
friendly clement could not be determined; therefore; it was imrossible to place
si1- strikes as close to the friendly iroons as was desired.

RECOMMENDATYON s Kone,

{9) Marking Friendly Troop Positions, {Commany D)

(BSERVATION:  USAF signal mirrors may be utilized effectively to identify
friendly troop positions to FACSs,

L6
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EVALUATION: Fixing fiiendly troop pasitions by use of smoke can sometimes
prove to be & problem when the enemy alsc uses smoks or adjinetg his fire on
the friendly smoke. Under sunlight oconditions USAF siegnail mirrora have been
utilized to quickly fix friendly pesitions with aireraft meneuvering at a
considerable distance and without revealing friendly positionsz W the enemy.
Faunels may be dsployed after the initial fix with the mirrors,

TR s Rl
- AT ) ARG AN Y

RECOMITENDATION: None.

WL e

{10} Jtilization of Smoke Greuadss by CSF Personnel. {Company 4)

e ST

OBSERVATION: CSF troops should not be sllowed the preropative of throwing i
smoke without control, If CSF are allaowed to carry smoke pgrenades they ;
should be instructed on the proper method of sffixing the grenade to theixr :
webbing,

PRd S e

SVALUATION: The activation of & smoke grenade by a CSF soldier at the sane
tume a USASF advisor is attempting to fix the enemy location with smoke can ;
result in disaster., Valuable tim: may be lost trying to describe to the
supporting aircraft which smoke was the actual reference point, Impeover
employment of smoke could alse result in airstrikes being placed -on friendly
elements,

RECQUMENDATION: Xoae,

(11} Effectiveness of the M-26 Franmmentation firenade, (Commany A)

OBSERVATION: The white phosphorous grenade is more effective than the M-26
fragmentation grenade in swampy terrain.

EVALUATION: It has teen found that water and mud have a desadening effeci on
the M.26 grenade and cause the majority of the shrapnel to travel vertleally
rather than horizontally., The mushrooming dispersion pattern of the white

phosphorous grenade makes it a mors desirable weapon for use ln swampy areas,

RECOMMENDATION: Nons,

(12) Method of Firing the AH-MLY:2 axrcraft Tllumination Uartridge, (Company B)

OBSERVATION: The AN.ML3Q2 aircraft illumination ecartridg> (normally fired
from & flare pistol) can be fired from an M-79 grenade launchier,

EVALUATION: Nons,

RECOMMENDATIONs None,

L7
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SUBJECTs  Uperational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Peric i
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (u)

(13) Field Expedient Alarm Device, (Company C)

COSERVATION: Many times the enemy enters & village during the night to harass
the village»z, By wiilizing an alarm device; villagers con alert friendly
foroes near the villspe,

BYALUATICN: A zimple early warning cevice can easily be construoted out of
readily available meterials a&s shown in the diagram below, Due to the delay
feature of this device, the villager can warn friendly troops of enemy presence
without compromiszing his own position,

EARLY WARNING DEVICE

HAND HELD FLARE

FACKING CASE that

(“"—_‘ 111luminates flare

comeg in when issaed

. CAP put in firing
iFa (%X\S
mem:“‘”“"“““““}‘ﬁ N position

4L FLARE

TIME SE 5 |
T - BLASTING CAP
dnlay (Non-electrie)
K«i:“" T
™ HOLE
RECOMITNDATION:  Xonee
L8

COHF IDENTIAL

™




TS Smnma. e L e e eee A . vhARIR TS 4TINS R RIOSAA AR LRt el o8 . oA < £ ot < sk e s 7 At m o ma e - e se———T e A - e WATIIWRES T 2

55 COHF IDENT 1AL
AVGB-C 15 May 1968

SUBJECTe Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group {Atn) for Peried
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFR-55(RI) (U)

(1) Jve_of Capiured Enemy Ordanancs.
OBSERVATION: An effective complément to or substitute for a claymore mine
can bbd made by packing the fuse well of an 82 mm mortar round with Cli composition

and using a elaymore firing device as a datonator,

N ST ST

EVALUATION: Nune,

RECMMENDATION: None.

: (15) Conduct of Operation Utilizing CSF Not Indigenous to the TAOR, {Company A}

OBSERVATION: When a new CIuG camp is opened and its CSF troops ars not
indigenous to the TAOR, the initisl operations should be conducted close to
the camp, Gradually the CSF will become familiar with the terrain and gain
confidence and experience as the operations extend further from the camp,

:
%
j
z

EVALUATIONs CSF who are indigenous to their TAOR are familiar with the terrain
in the area, They are on equal footing with the VC who have occupied the ares

for years and know every trail and clearing. At so-e Special Forces camps 5
recently constructed, the CSF have been recruited from other areas, Becaase i
of their inexperience and unfamiliarity with the TAOR; they are initially at :
& large disadvantage. This disadvantage must be considered when plaming and §
conducting operations, 5

P

RGCOMMENDATION: None,

Ty

(16) ZTimeframes for Arclight Clearance, (Company A)

OBSERVATION: Requests for Arclight clesarance have at times severely restricted
ground operations from CIDG camps,

EVALUATIN: Nearly all arclight requests are for 30 day periods, Although a
2l hour advance warning is given prior tc the actual strike, detachments are
reluctant to commit troops te the strike zone during tha clearance period, A
delay or breakdown in communications could result in annihilation of the entire
ratrol, During the clearance period, all interdiction efforts by ground

alamonta eeaza and the VC/ANVA forces have free run of that portion of the TAOR,

RECOMMENDATION: That the timeframe for arclight clearances be reduced to a
shorter period, ie...seven days., This timeframe would allow gufficient tims
% analyze intelligence and expand the ordnance without being deleterious to
ground operationa,

L9
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: {i7) Operations along Fnemy Supply Houtes, (Company 4)

? OBSERVATION: Enemy construction and security parties along enemy roads are .
; particularly vulnerable to allied operations, !

EVATUATION: Due to increased resupply requirements creatad by their more :
frequent use of large calibor mortars and rockets, the enemy has had to build
and improve his lines of cormunication, Small unit ambushes conducted against
construction crews and security elements have provided pood results,

Y-

RECOMMENDATION: None,

Aac i i

(18) Employment of Claymore Mines in Ambushes. (Company B)

OBSERVATION: When an ambush is set up, claymore mines gshould be arranged not
only to effectively cover troops within the killins z2one, but also to cover

i troops not yet in the killling zone, This may be achieved by facing the claymore
down the length of the trail,

var

EVALUATION: Inexnerienced troops often spring an ambush prematurily by firing
before the enemy force is entirely within the killing zone, Claymores
positicned at either end of the killing zone can effactively compensate for
the premature keying of an ambush.

RECOMMENDATION: None,
(19) irea Ambushes, / (Company B)

OBSERVATI® 2 It has been found that best results from area ambushes are
obtained when elements are dispersed Irn a minimum of three ambush positions
over a distance of at least 1500 meters. Troops manning the ambush positions
should be rotated to prevent fatigue and restlessness. It has also been
obgerved that the NVA will continue to use infiltration routes, even after
nmmerous contacts, because of inadequate communications.

Lo

EVALUATION: None.

RECOMTNDATION: None,

PR W ST

(20) Ambush versus Movement. {Company &)

OBSYRVATION: Rather than spending the entire day moving through an operational
area; it is often more profitable for the unit to verlodically stop and set up
ambushes for several hours along rell traveled paths and trails,

S S
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (V)

RVALUATION: T4 hae heen found that the maiority of VC L4l11a hava been ohisined b

whan the VC were moving und the CSF were in ;‘E;tionary p;;;.ions » elther ambush
or RON, Conversely, the greatest number of friendly casuslties occurred when
the friendly troups were moving and the VC were in & statie position. :

RECOMMNDKTION: None, |

(21) VUse of CSF for Security. (Company A)

OBSERVATIN: Camp Strike Forces soldlers are not suited for static security
missiond either by Inclination or corganization,

EVALUATION2 Camp Strike Force soldiers have beon tasked with the responsibility
of providing security for US units, One US artillery FSB, for which a CSF unit
had the security mlssion, had to be moved eventually because of the difficultiies
encountered in k2eping the CIDG from going AWOL at will. US unit commanders
generally do not understand that the USASF are advisors to the VNSF and that
the USASF cannot issue orders to the CSF and have them immediately carried out,
In a road security type mission, they have neither the communications, mobility,
or responsiveness to rapidly react.

RECOMMENDATION: None.

(22) Contact Between USASF and VNSF During Operations, (Company &)

OBSERVATION: It is imperative that the USASF and VNSF remain in physical
contact at all times during operations, especially during contact with the
enemy. The practice cf having the same USASF and VN3F participate together
on operations as frequently as possible would help them to estimate more
accurately how the other will react in any given situatiom,

EVALUATION: Recently, an element made contact with the VC; the USASF and
VNSF tecame split durine the subssuuent maneuvering. The VNSF subsequently
became surrounded anc could not receive any outside support due to the absence
of US commmunications ai the sceno of the action.

RECOMMENDATION: None,

(23) Carrying of the PRC~-25 Radio on Combat Operations, (Company A)

OBSERVATT(N: The PRC..25 radio should be carried on jungle operations inside
a rucksack with the short antenna (still attached to the radio) folded along-
side the ra¢ o inside the rucksack, The radio and antenna are protected from
damage and are concealed from the enemy cuservation,
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EVALUATION: It has been found that damage results to PRC-25 radios end antennas

when the radio is carried on the standard radio packboard during movement through :
heavy jungle. The radio, when exposed to view, is also a primary target for ;
enemy fire, !

ey

'E' COMMENDATION: None,

(24) ImEroved FirinLCharts for CIDG Camp Mortars. (Compa.ny 4)

OBSERVATION: Accurate map data for use in computing data for the camp mortar
fires may be obtained from aerial photos of the camp and surrounding area.

EVALUATION: Topographical maps do not depict the construction of CIDG camps
and the associated housing or villages nearby. A recent aerial photograph will
clearly show all terrain features and new structures. It also will provide

a rapid means of locating targets for wntrained obsgervers., An azimuth index
en the photo and range scale can easily be established by means of azimuth
line and distance between two known points.

RECOMMENDATIN s None,

(25) USASF Inspection of CSF Personnel, (Company A)

OBSERVATION: USASF advisors and their VNSF counterparts must inspect CSF
troops prior to every operation in order to insure that they are prepared for
the rigors and eventualities of combat,

EVALUATION: CSF personnel will often depart on operations with po water in
thelr canteens; thinking they will find weter along the way. Also, in order
to lighten their load, the CSF will depart with 1/l the amount of ammmitioca
required, To insure that no deficlencies are overlooked, USASF personnel
must agsist the VNSF in pre-oparation inspections,

RECOMMENDATION: None,

(26) CIDG Chain of Command, (Company B)

OBSERVATION: Incressad utilization of the CIDG chain of command will develop
more responsible CIDG and free the USASF and VNSF for more important jobs,

EVALUATION: Discussion and planning between the USASF and VNSF sometimes
result in the complete exclusion of the CING, even to the point that orders
are issued directly to the CIDG soldier concermed rather than through the

CIDG chain of command., This results in an ineffective span of control, USASF
and VNSF are then forced to personnally supervise manv dotails in order to
insure continued progress., The ranking CIDG should be recognized as *he super-
vigor, glven the proper instructions, and then neriodically chaecked,

RECOMMENIATION: Mone,
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SUBJECTz Opersational Report of 5th Specisl Forces Group (Atn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR.6S(RI) (U)

Co Trainip_g.,__
(1) Censtruction of Airborne Training Apparatus, (Det B-51)

OBSERVATION: While planning and constructing a Swing Landing Trainer, 2 basic
Yraining apparatus used in alrborus training, it wss found that ™ 97.220,
Technical Training of the Parachutlist, gave ingsufficieni. dimensions for proper
and gsafe construction of the training aid,

EVALUATION® Other than for the material in ™ $7-220, no other publication

ie readily availabls which gives guidance ln the construction of training
apparatus used in airborne training. Prcofesslonal written pguidance is necessary
to enable both US and foreign truining centers to properly construct these
essential training aids so that whsn completed they are aafe and easy lo malnta’n.

FECOMMENDATION: That TM 57-220 be revised, or an additional manual be published,
to include detailed guidance; complete blueprints, and a 1list of bhuilding
materials required for the construction of airbomme training apparatus,

(2) Training of 0SB {Radio Operator) Replacement Personnel. (Company A)

OBSERVATION: Nswly assigned 05B (Radio Operators) replacemsnt personnel are
arriving from CONUS insufficiently trained to assume their duties. More
specifically. these perscnnel are not familiar with the KWM.2A and the AN/PRC-7h,
In addition thay cemnot send or receive CW fast enough to pasa traffic.

EVALUATION: Hone,

RECOMMENDATIONs That n quality control program be instituted at the Special
Warfare Training Center at Fort Bragg, Under this program all operators should
be tested on each pisce of equipment found in an A detachment, Those not
familiay with the eguipment should be recycled thrcugh the training in the areas
in which weaknesses ars shown,

(3) Reaiistic Tisining in Quick Reactilon Firing. (Company B)

OBSERVATION: Firing at fixed targets appearing at constant ranges 1s a firne
method for training CSF soldiers in basic marksmanship, but such condltions are
artificial for conditions of close junzls combat. A more realistic rengs for

quick reaction firing should be estabiished.

EVALUATION: A reslistic range for quick reaction firing can be sstablished along
a section of 2 trail, Silhouette type tarpets can be fastened to the hinged 1id
of 4.2" mortar ammo boxas so that thsy can be remotaly swunpe into view by lane
coaches with lengths cf wire, Thiz type of range has proven effective in develop-
ing close controlled fire at specified tarmets and Aiminished the tendency of
strikers to empty their magazines during the initial burst of fire.

COMGTNDATION :  None,
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N4

d. Intelligence.

(1) VC Infiltration intq the CIDG, (Company C)

OBSERVAUION: The VC are using the CIDG recruiting programs as means for
infiltrating agents into the CIDG, Mass recruitment of personnel into the
CIDG should be avoided.

SVALUATION: Investigation following a recent attack on a CSF outpost revealed
that several VG had infiltrated the ranks of the CIDG, Further interrogation

of captured suspects revealed that a1 numher of local VO infiltrated into the
CIDG camp through the camn’s mass recruitment program conducted in Dacember 1967,
A total of 27 actual or suspected VC infiltrators were subsequently apprehended,
Recraiting in smaller mmbers would have allowed more thorough security checks
of personnel,

HRECOMMENDATION: None.

(2) Detecting‘vc Infilt_rﬁtol‘_s Among the CIDG, (Company C)

OBSERVATION2 Unannounced aleris or simulated attacks have proven successful in
causing VC infiltration agents to give themselves away prematurily.

EVALUATION: During unannounced alerts, careful observation of the CIDG may
reveal some conspi:usus act that will identify any VC infiltrators. In one
case,; the VC agentz within the camp were to tie a handkerchief to their right
wrist when the camp came under attack,

RECOHMENDATION: None.

(3) Records Pertaining to Intelligence Agents, (Compsuy B)

OBSERVATION: Accurate records pertaining to agents must be maintained in
order to insure the smootn transition between departing USASF intelligence
personnel ancd their replacements, These records must not only identify the
agents but also give background on the effectiveness and reliability of the
agent,

EVALUATION: A rapid turnover in intellipence porsonnel due to casualties and
end of tour transfers recently occurred in an A detachment. There was no over-
lap veriod to allow new personnel to acquire the personal lmowledre held by
their predecessor and the detachment found itself in a nog’tion in which the
effectivensss and identity of some apents was unknmewn., No records had been
maintained to preserve this information,

RECOMMENDATION: None,
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(L) Use of Cameras to Record Intelligence, {(Couwpany A4)

BSERVATION sy Intelligence gained from the use of han ' held cameras on combat
operabions is invaluable and thig intelligence gathering medium should be
utilized more often,

BEVALUATION: Durine a debriefing followlns an operation in which three enemy
vehicles were destroyed, no one was able to identify or describe any vital
characteristics of the vehicles, A photograph of the vehicles would have
recoraed this information., Fhotographs of base camps, trails, enemy positions,
etc. accompanied by their six digit coor<inate lecations on the map would
provide unquestionably valuable intellipence. FEach operational A detachment
i1s authcrized one FPen EE and one Polaroid cadmera for this purpose,

RECCMMENDATION: None,

(5) Dissemination of Intellicence. (Company A)

OBSERVATION: An effective and rapid methed of disseminating intellisence can
be gained throuph the lateral exchange of B detrchment INTSUMS and intellipence
gpot reports,

EVALUATION: Due to the close proximity of certain opcrational A detachments
under the control of different B detachments and the high degree of mobility
demonstrated by enemy Main Force units, it 1s imperative that X detachments be
kept informed of the enemy situation in the adjacent areas.

RECOMMENTATION: Wone,

(5) Dissemination of SIAR Readouts. (Company A)

OBSERVATION: The value of intelligence gained by airborne sensors is incressed
by the rapld dissemination of inflight readouts.

EVAIUATION: It i3 most impertant that SLAR readouts be axpeditiously dispatched
t0 the B Detachments in whose areas enemy activity has been noted, Inflight
readouts can be transmitted from the aircraft to the appropriate Field Force G2
Air, to the Special Forces Company, and then to the respective B and A
detachments in approximately 10-15 minutes after the 4initial sighting, Operations
in the field ocan then be notified and react immediately to enemy activity
detected in their area,

RECOMMEHDATIONS ¢ None.
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(1) Damage to 10 KW Generators. (sy)

OBSERVATION: 1t has been found that a slight modification of 10 KW generator
enginea has sipnificantly reduced engine failures,

EVALUATION: Fifty 10 KW diesel engine driven generstors were distributed
throughout the II Corps area, Constant vibration of the oil cooler, mounted

on the radiator core, caused the joints of the inlet and outlet oll linea to
crack at the joints, Thus the 0il was pumped out and causad the engine to burn
up. Eight engine failures occurred in this manner within a five day period,

The engines were modified by running a direct return line from the oil filter

to the oil pan, by pazsing the oil cooler., There were no further engine fallures
fiom the above mentioned deficiency.

N S i o o S it Lt R AL i | R L Rt

RECOMMZENDATION: That new equipment be closely observed during the first few
days after it has been placed in operation, Despite thorouph testing st the
factory, "bugs" sometimes develop while operating under field conditions, If
malfunctions which could permanently damage the equipment begin to appesr,
oper ion of the machinery should cease until technically qualified personnel
he ad an opportunity to examine the item,

!) Use of Propane Gas in Lieu of Acetylene, {Company &)

OBSLVATION: Propane should be used In Jieu of acetylene only in emergency
gituations and then for only short periods of time,

EVALUATION: The unavailability of acetylene has resulted in a loss of construction
time at CIDG camps as well as at the FSP, It was found that propsne or butane

can be used 1if cutting must be done, but that its use for prolonged perlods

tends to ruin the cutting torch tip. Propane is also more dangerous than acetylene,

RECOMMENDATION: None,

(3) Pire Breaks in Storage Areas, {Company A)

OBSERVATION: Fire Breaks should be created when stockpiling materials, Space
should be left in storage areas 16 permit fire fightins equlpment to enter,
Piles of lumber should be broken by intervals of space or by some type of non-
combustible material to keep any fires combined to one area.

BYALUATION: A fire caused by 122 mm rocket fire destroyed much lumber and
equipment in a FSP storage yard, Much material had to be moved ir order for
fire trucks to gain access to the fire, Many combustible materials had to be
moved to prevent their catching on fire, The presence of fire breaks in the
storage area would have minimized damage and facilitated extinguishing the fire.

RECQLENDATION: None,
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N
(4} Storage of Lumber , (Company A)

OBSERVATTON: When it is necessary to store large amounts of lumbsr that will
not be shipped out immediately, extra high dunnage should b~ used for the bottom
pallet to prevent the btottom lumber from beinp soaked during the rainy season.
EVALUATION: None,

RECOMMENDATION: None,

(5) Issue of CIDG Uniforms, (Company B)

OBSERVATION:2 CIDG soldiers should not be issued new rlathineg withoui direct
exchanze for his old clothinpg. Old clothing should bs repaired for reissue or
destroyed,

EVALUATION: It has been reported that VC have been siphted wearing tiger
fatigues and bata beoots, Also, many clvilians possess either parts of or
entire tiger fatigue uniforms because of failure {o account for old articles of
clothing prior to issuing new clothing to CIDG soldier,

RECOMMENDATI®N :  None,

(67 Over Extension of Assets, (Company &)

GISERVATION: When planning construction efforts involving larpe amounts of
material and air movement assets, it is essgential that adequate means and
supervisory personnel are made available before beginning the project.

EVALUATION: One B Detachment recently had the resnonsibility for suoporting

the simultaneous construction of two Special Forces CIDG camps and & B detachment
compound, +wue to lack of sufficient personnel, materials, and air movement
assets, one or more of these construction efforts periodically fell behind

schedule, Temporary augmentation of personmnel to the B detachment Sl section
would have alleviated the personnel shortages.

RECCMMENDATION: None,

{7} Preparation of COJEX Contuiners for Use as Bumkers, (Company 4)

OBSERVATION: Unserviceable CONEX containers make suitahle bunkers until more
subgtantial structures can be built; however, the preparation of the CONEX
container, to include the cutiing of firing ports, should be accomplished prior
to delivery to the CIDG camp site,
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EVALUATION: At two rccently opened CIDG camps, CONEX containers were ntilized
as machinegun bunkers. Several of tiese containers arrlved on site withont
firing ports already cut and oxygen, acetylene, and cutting torches had to be
delivered in order that poris could be cut, An already heavy workload on the
detachment was unnecessarily ihcreased,

RECQIMENDATION: None,

(8) 1528 Low Altitude Parachute Extraction Delivery System (LAPES), (Company D)

OBSERVATION: The 1525 LAPEZS gystem has proved to be a highly effective method
cf delivering large amounts of barrier and construction material in a short
period of time,

EVALUATION: After a camp site has been secured and is ready to receive 1lnitial
deliveries of construction and bharrier material, a delivery sys*tem which is
capable of delivering lerge payloads in & short time is an absolute necessity,
The 1528 LATES gystem was satisfactorily used to deliver 35,000 1b loads of
thege materials to a new CIDG camp site. The terrain was suitable for the use
of this sysiem and the accuracy and recovery iate of materials was excellent.

RECGMENDATION: None.

(9) Substitute Building Material, (Company B)

OBSERVATICNs When other materials such as tin or wire screen are unavailable,
woven bamboo matting provides an excellent substitutz material to nse in false
roofs which are built over bun%ars to predetonats mortar rounds,

EVALUATION: None,

RECAMONDATIN ¢ None,
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- £, Orgmization. Neme.
= g. Other,
i (1) Psychological Impact of Tet Offensive. {s%)

OBSERVATION: The actions of the CTDG (Montagnard) soldiers duriag the Tet
offensive were praised by Vieinamese people from all levels of soclsty. This
rapport belween normally hostile groups (Vietnamase and Montagnard) should be
exploited and nurtured in an effort to close the wlde gap in undersvanding and
cooperation between the groups.

EVALUATION: Many CIDG units are creditrd with saving vaiions cities and areas
from enemy occupation and conurol during the Tet period, A%t the present time,
the CIDG soldier is accorded a higher degiee of respect then ever befors. This
is a major psychological achievement, especially where montagnard CIUG were
employed in areas in which the population is primarily ethnic Vietnauese,
Soldiers who participated in the defenze of an area should be encouraged to
visit the arca again, The unit, which was engaged in combat and the possible
destruction of a piven area; should offer to help the people rebulid thelr
homes whenever possible,

Libh et ot N

RECOMMENDATION: Hone.

{2) Civic Aclion Support for Refugens, (s5)

GBSTRVATION: Eacu opeclal Forces CING camp shovld have a definite plan to
provide for refupees within their cangbility, but should also have contingency
plans to quickly seek outsid-. *<lp when theiy limit is reached. Each District
.« Province has funds availavle for refugee assistance in emercency situations

© 511 US Volunteer Agsncies nave some suoplies stoclpiled to absorb the
IndvFal dmpact of unexpected refuguss,

EVALUATION: Inmediately following the attecks on the major cities during Tet,
many thousands of poople were temperarily destitute and turned to Special

Forces camps for assistence, MNogt Specisl Forces camps are prepared at ail
times to handie a limitsd number of refupees for -hort paricds of times

however, the nunber of people involved during Tet greatly exceeded the capability
of the camps to acequntely care for the refugcss, Manyv camns still tried to
~ro.ide £orothe refugees from thelr own resourvces and did not ask for help

Coom GVY O r Volunteer Agancies, Many refugees received little or no care or

- . .stance,

LOARMEIDATION :  None,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

(3) ILong Ranpe Civic Action Projects, (s5)

OBSERVATION: Tn addition to high impact, short ranpe a2ivic action projects,
each ares in South Vieinam necds long rangc programs planned to bolster tne
favorable GVN imape created Yy the short ranpe programs. These long range
plans should always be formulated in a way to bring tho people being assisted
into *the activities, These should be self-help proprams whenever possitle,

EVALUATION: Throughout the Repwblic of Vietnam, *he majority of Civic Actloa
projects being planned or condicted seem to be those desipned to quiekly imprcss
the people of a eiven arza with the sincere desi: : of GYN to assist them, These
short range, high impaci projects are qulile nseful in areas where the allegiance
of the population is questionable, or where the people have expressed a desire
for help in a gpecific area, But ag a general rale, if an imare is quickly
croated, it tends to be guickly forpolten.

BECOMMENDATION:  None,

(L) _Effectiveness of Loudspeaiers Versus Leafleta in PSYOPS, (Company A)

OBSHRVATION: In some inatances loudspeaker broadcast are more successful in
inducing the enemy to rally than are leaflets. The broadcast should be area
oriented and should name specific places 1o which the enemr who desires to
rally may go,

EVALUATION: Interrogation of several VC whe rallied to the GVN at Special
Forces camps reveals that the VC have an intense anti~leaflet campaivn to
diminish the efforis of the US/GW PSYOPS campzipn. There sre heavy penalties
fer VO who are caught with leaflets in their possession, They have not, however,
prevented the VC from listening to aerjal broadeasts.

RECMENDATION: None.

(8) Utirization of PSYOP Aircraft, {(s5)

OBSERVATION: Most areas in the EVN have PSYOPS aircraft with nisht flying
cepabilitics, These alrcraft can be used as = weapon in much the same manaer

that H & T fire is uiilized,

EVALUATION: Most Special Forces detachments rezquest and utilize PSYOPS aircraft
only when they are in definite contact with an enemy unit; or only when they
desire an appeal directed at a small specifiec pgroup. When intelligence sources
indicate a probabls location of enemy troops, a nisht speaker mission covering
the entire general area should be requested. Thease "no dcze™ missions will
create the impression that we possess "hard"” intelligence about the location of
the unit, and at the came time, provide harassment by nossivle keeping the
aneniyy awake., The aircraft does not reed specific messages to broadcast, Many
types of music are winerving when heard at ni;nt and tanes of irritating nolses
can easily bs produced locally,

60
CORFIDEXTIAL




g e m e

L L

] CONFIDENTIA

kvos.c 15 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operationsl Report of 5th Special Forces Gronp (Aca} for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS C5FOR-S5(RY) (U}

RECOMIWDATION s None.

(6) Effectivenss of PSYOP Thames in I1I CTZ, (Company £)

UBSERVATION: In III CTZ, the theme of hardships to be endured in the junylie
is not very effective apainst NVA cr NVA reinforced VC Main Force units .
However, the theme of family separstion is elfective, Conversely, the theme of
hardohip to be cndured is effcctive againsv VO rapional forces while the thome
of family scparation is irioffective.

EVALUATIONs PSYOP3 in TITI CTZ, as dirscted Ly JUSPAO, were reassessed during
February and the necessary changes in material to be directed at the variosus
target groups were instituted,

RECOMMEIDATION None,

(7) Airboat Communications Eouipment, (31gnal Officer)

OBSERVATION: The AN/VRC.L7 radio hes heen found unsatisfactory for use with
airloats.,

EVALUATION: On l April 1968, an airboat test team evalnated the AN/VRC.L7

radio for possible use with the uirvoat complpx, Evaluat on indieated that tha
weipght of the conmunications equipment, approximately 120 pounds, adverzely
affected the operation of tle btoat at high spceds. It was further notsd that

an extensive training program on the operation of the equipment would ve required
Zor indigenous personnel. Based on the above factors the equipment was rated
unsatisfactory. Evaiuation of other equipment, for use with the airboats continues.

HECOMMENDATION e Nons.

(8) Airboa* Communications Equipment., (Sompany D)

OBSERVATION: The main problems in airboat communications center arovrd two
factors: engine noise and equipment weight.

EVAIDATION: Tests with the ;-}q/’vylrli"-:,c series ™ radio 1‘ stalled dn an airboa
and the CVC tanker's holmet proved the VRC-12 to be too heavy for airboat
operations, The CVC helmet proved to be ideal in reducine engine noise, The
AN/PRC-25 radio and CVC tanker's helmet has proven to te the most effective
combination for airboat communications,

RECQEIENDATION: MNene.
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I SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forceg Group (Abn) for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

{9) ¥M Radio Freyuency allocations, (Dot B.S1)

OBSLRVATION: It has been found that ™M frequencies assirned to US units in
RVN are also being utilized by other allied forces, specifically ROK forces,

EJALUATION: In each instance where the above aituation existed, the units
inwlved stated that the frequency authorization wag passed from higher level
anits,

A RECOMMENDATION:  That close cvordination of freauency allocations among FWMAF
be effected at the hirhest level possible.

(10) Use of the M.79 Grenade Launcher as a Signal Device. (Company 4)

OBSERVATION: A nenlight placed in the barrel of an M-79 nrovides a better
signaling devics than does a plain flashlirht,

EVALUATION: The M-79 barrel conceals the lipght from enemv detection and pgives
the lipht a directional aspect.

IECAMINDATION :  That a similar signal device be develaoped which could be
placed in the M=79 and activated by the M=79 tripger mechanism,

{11) Support of Tover, A3-105, (Company &)

OBSERVATION: The AB-105 tower ia vulnerable to hostile fire since the cutting
of any onc of the three support cables would cause it to fall, By sinking the
tower ten feet in the ground and encasing it in cement, this danpger can be
eliminated,

T T PR [T T T > R O e

EVALUATIONs None,

RECOMMIENDATIONs Nome,

(12) Aeromedical Evacuation in IV Corps Tactical Zone, (Group Surgeon)

OBSERVATION: The shortage of air ambulance aircraft in IV Corps Tactical Zone
often leads to an excessive amount of time in acquiring air evacuation for US
personnel,

ETALJATION: Because of the excessive emount of time that is involved in
acquiring air evacuation by air ambulance aircraft, it has often been necessary
to use any available and suitable tactical aircraft for evacuation purposes.
Tactical aircraft can nerform air avacuation missiorg, but only at the expense
of the tactical mission,

RECGMMINDATICN e That more air ambulance units bte assipned to IV CTZ and
positioned in a number of locations to provide adequate air ovacuation support.

62

CONFIDENTIAL




EEL LR L

Ead A TR

LY v me it EDSIMIG R ARSI

bt aairn e s i

CONFIDENTIAL
AVGB.C 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Specisl Forces Group (Atn) for Period
Endinp 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

(13) Unavailability of Sand and Gravel for Construction, (Company D)

OBSERVATION: In certain portions of Vietnam the acqnisition of sufficient sand
and gravel at a location next to the construction site is almost impossible due
to inadequate tools and a lack of sufficient wheeled vehicies., In addition,
helicopter 1ift capabillty is generally insufficient to insure adequate
aggregates on gite to continue constructicn at a prograsmad pace,

EVALUATIONs Foundations and bimkers can be constructed from large timbers that
will provide support and protection comparable to concrete if properly designed,
Concrete should be considered as a last resort in isolated areas devoid of
natural sand and gravel deposits. The cost of sggregates in both price and
transportation costs is extremely high compared te timber.

r

RECOMMENDATICN: Nons.

(14) Water Purification. (Engineer Officer)

(BSERVATION: Source of water in CIDG camps varies from wells to canals or
rivers, Subsequently foreign matter, such as dirt and debris, must be filtered
from the water prior to consumption,

EVALUATION: Sedimentation of large particles of foreign material in natural
weter supplies can be immroved by adding alum (aluminium sulfate) to the water,
This creates a heavy floc that rapidly settles out larper dirt particles, In
acid waters, soda asb should be added to neutralize the natural acidity. This
procedure should always be used when Army standard filters are nsed as these
filters are designed to remove microscopic dirt particles and large organlsms,
To filter dirty water throupgh standard filters without nricr sedimentation
rapidly destroys their effectiveness and may spoil their filtering properties
altogether by providing lorge spaces on the filter throuph which orcsanisms can
pass that would be removed by proper sedimentation prior to filtering., Caleiwm
hypochlorite in powder form or in solution (laundry bleach) is an effective
decontaminant in most areas, however, it should be noted that in some areag of
Viestnam there exists dangsrous orranismsg that resist destruction by chlorination,
A thorough water examination by competent medical nersonnel should be requested
in questionable areas., If such organisms are present, boiling the water is

the alternative in addition to chiorinationm,

RECAMEDATION None,
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SUBJUCT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces 5roup (Abn) for Period

Ending 30 April 1568, BCS CSFOR-65(RT) (U)
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUNJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period
kinding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HoADGUALTERS, US ARIY VIETNAN, APO San Francisco 96375 1 JUN 1968

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Armmy, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP~DT,
APC 96558

H
i

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army,
Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (VU) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly pericd ending 30 April 1968 from Peadquarters, 5th Special
Forces (Airborne), lst Special Forces,

2. (C) Tertinent comnents follow:

a, Reference item concerning requirements for Special Forces Aidmen, page
L, paragraph 2a{8). Nonconcur that all medical aidmen in excess of the units
authorization be kept in the group., This headouarters requisitions personnel
based upon the authorized strength in all }05's and grades, not on command
requiremenls. The 5th SFG is authorized 231 E7/85 ©0S 91B against an operating
strength of 275 or 45 E7/E5 1.0S 913's in excess to authorized. This headquarters
ha= been tasked by MACV to furnish 2176 personnel for the Regional Force/Popular
Force, CY 68 buildup, Of this total, 335 are medical specialists KCO's, To
support this personnel requirement, the 5th SFG has bLeen levied to date to fur-
nish 45 niedical aidmen. Therefore, since 1he 5th SFG is over its authorized
strength in medical aidmen, this headquartors must reassign this personnel
overage to hipher priority coumand requirements,

b. hefercnce item concerning obtaining tactical alr support, page 45, para-
graph 2b(4). Rownconcur, Instruction on tactical air suvport is part of the POIL
in the majority of service schools and in most cases is conducted by Air Force
personnel ,

¢, Refereace item concerrning construction of airborne training apparatus
page 53, poragraph 2¢(1)., Concar.

d. Hheference iter concerning timeframes for arclight clearance, page 49,
paragrapb 2b(16). Concur with recommendation, Units reguesting arclight
s«trikes are responsitle for obteining clearance of the target area, The time=- -
frawe for cicavance con vary Srom ar indefinite period to one or two days,
depenaing on the roquesiing unit's desires and concurrence by province officials,
A 24 Your advance waruing for approved arclight requests is given to Field Force/
Corps headquar.2rs 2nd in torn readlressed to the requesting and adjacent units.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group {Abn} for Feriod

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS GSFOR-65 (RL) (U

All arclight meszages are transmitted using FLASH precedence followed hy tel-
ephoni¢ confirmation and, if necessary, personal liaison. This notificaticn
procedure assures adequate warning to units operating in the target area,

Units following this established procedure increase the effectiveness of the
arclight program.

e, Reference item concerning FM radio frequenc; allocations, page 62,
paragraph 2g(9). Concur in the recomnendation, Fi frequencies are currently
allocated in block to Field Force Headguarters for subsequent reallocation
Within their areas of responsibility. The limited Fi frequencies available,
the hiih density of Fil sets, and limited geographic areca of operations, makes
continuous coordination oi' frequencies imperative., Further, it is essential
that reports of dual utilization be made on a timely basis. U. 5. and Free
.orld Forces operating within those areas coordinate with the Field Force Head-
quarters on frequency requirements, This arrangement is deemed the most
appropria.e coordination level for the operational situation within RV,

£. Reference item concerning aeromedical evacuaticn in IV Corps Tactical
Zone, page 62, paragraph 2:(12). Concur, This office is aware of the need
for additional air-ambulance aircraft (Dust-off) in the Delta and currently is
negobiating for real estate in that region for the placement there of a medical
detackment (R4). Such placement will increase available aircraft and should
reducs response time for aeromedical evacuations,

g. Reference item concerning use of the k79 grenade launcher as a signal
device, page 62, paragraph 2g(10): Nonconcur. 4 strobelight, official desig-
nator, Latker Light Distress, FSN 62300675209, a component of the survival kit,
lightweight aviator, is ccnsidered appropriate for covert signal requirements.
This light is available for issue upon submission of requisitsicn with appropri-
ate justification, Therefore, additional development effort is not felt to be
warranted,

FOrt THe COi aNDER:

(Y sy Y
/Q.{#Aﬂé;/@,{
/4 Captain. AGC
~ Assistsnl Adjulant General
Copy furnished: C,//
HG, 5th SFG (Abn)
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ion Report of HQ, 5th Special Forces Gp (Abn) for
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HQ, US Army, Pacific, APQ San Francisco 96558 ) ,
» Y <, 24 JUN 1358

T(: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsement and concurs in the report as indorsed.

2. (C) The following additional comments are pertinent to the 1st
Indorsement:

a. Rcference paragraph 2d: The recommendation is reasonable and
will serve to improve intelligence on the target areas and the effec-
tiveness of the arclight program,

b. Reference paragraph 2f:

(1) Current medical air ambulance service is provided in IV CTZ by
the 82d Medical Detachment (RA) located at Soc Trang.

(2) The 45th Medical Company (Air Ambulance maintains two air
ambulances on site at Dong Tam, vicinity of My Tho.

(3) One additional air ambulance detachment has been programmed for
deployment to Can Tho and is scheduled to arrive in Vietnam in December

1968.
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

@%L{;:lm"

[ ERON 1

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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Command and Control

Camp Strike Force (Formerly Civilian Irregular Defense Group)
Mobile Strike Force (Formerly Mike Force)
Border Surveillance

Sector/Subsector

Vietnamese
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Regional Force (Province Level)

Popular force (District Level)
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STATISTICAL DATA .
; 1. (C) Missions T 11 113 IV  TOTAL
3 €TZ CT2 CTZ Cm2
g a. Squad 42, 130 STT0 WTIT6  3E0S
:,i b. Platoon 868 2132 2092 68381 13473
if c. Company or Larger 348 875 66y 1761 3653
¥ 2. (C) Contacts:
k]
% Lo Contacts resulting from Friendly 108 522 325 398 1353
% Offensive Action:
: b. VC attacks on installations and sh 111 171 sL9 88y
convoyss }
c. Incidents: 31 37 67 426 561 ?

3. (C) Confirmed VC Losses:

o

a. KA 317 915 k21 839 2492

b, WIA w78 98 136 386 i

3

c. CPIR 52 73 38 29k LS7

d. Quarterly Comparison of Confirmed VC Losses Country-wide: f

KIA CPTR

24 Quarter 67 1931 361 :

3d Quarter 67 162L 291 :
Lith Quarter 67 2041 228 B )

1st Quarter 68 2492 L57 ’

k. (C) USASF losses:

a. KA 3 9 kL 1 17
b. WIA 27 01 27 39 17k
c. MA 10 1 1 0 12

PPN 2RI N LT TR

. d. Quarterly comparison of USASF casualties country-wide:
KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
9 = = -+

2d Quarter &7

34 Quarte- 67 16 g2 1 109
hth Quarter 67 37 U6 5 188
1s: Quartoer 68 17 17k 12 283

Incl 2 wo Sc¢h SFGA ORLL for Quarter Ending 30 April 1968
DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 520G,10
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STATISTICAL DATA (COHT INUED) I II 11T W
oz o CZ CZ WML
5, {(C) VNSF Losses
a, KIA : 8 2 3 13
b, WIA 3 9 12 7 3
c, MIA 6 6
d., Quarterly Comparison of VNSF
Casualties Country-wide.
KIA WIL KIA TOTAL
2d Quarter 67 6 75 2 33
ad Quart-r 67 2 16 18 .
Lth Quarter 67 7 26 2 35 ‘
1st Quarter 68 i3 31 6 50 :
6, (C) CIDG Losses
8, KIA 28 138 137 127 L30
b, WIA 155 sLo L66 316 77
c. MIA 2 L 18 7 237
d, Quarterly Camparison of CIDG
Casualties Country-wide. KIa WIA MIA TOTAL
2d Quarter 67 1136 1419 131 1986
3d Quarter 67 260 1012 28 1300
Lhth Quarter 67 L21 1254 104 1779
1st Quarter 68 L30 1477 237 21Lh
7. (C) RF/FF Losses _
a, KIA ) 17 7 9 188 221
b, WIA 16 17 22 59 L1y
c. MIA 27 78 105
d. Quarterly Comp.rison of RF/PF
Casualties Country-wide, K1 wIA MIS TJOTAL
2d Quarter 67 100 178 26 305
3d Quarter 67 56 167 . | 22}
Lth Quarter 67 136 371 28 535
1st Quarter 68 221 L1k 105 740
8, (C) Weapons
a. Friendly Weapons Lost 63 92 64 379 598
b, Bneny Weapons Lost 89 are 21, 570 1282

coONFIDENT 1AL 7
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DEPARTYENT OF THE ARMY
2! STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (ATRBORNE) 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
APC San Francisco 96240

AVGB.MH 22 April 1968
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CIDG PROGRAM, 196l - 1968 (U)

1. (S) Background and Early Development of the CIDG Program:

a. Concept and Objectives: The CIDG program was established on 1 November
1961 under the operational control of the Combined Studies Division (CSD) of
MACV, The program was designed to develop counterinsurgency paramilitary forces
from ethnic minority groups in remote areas of Vietnam where the government had
little or no control and to gain the loyalty and coopseration of these isolated
groups. The paramilitary force, once trained and developed, would offer & meas-
ure of self protection to the population in these remote areas, reduce support
to the VC, create obstacles to VG activities and movement, and provide an intel-
ligence capability,

b, Respongibilities: The role of the USASF personnel was then, as 1t is
now, to advise and assist t!'s VNSF in the conduct of the CIDG program.

c. Support: USASF personnsl were given the initisl responsibility for
providing the logistlcal and administrative support and the military training
of the paramilitary Sirike Forces and Hamlet Militia of the related Strategic
Hamlet Program. The CSD retsined overall responsibility, including that of
logistical and finaneisal support, until July 1963 when responsibility for coun-
terinsurgency programg in RVN passed to MACV in a phased operation called
SWITCHBACK, During the initial stage of the paramilitary CIDG program, funds
for the program were received through Controlied American Source (CAS) channels
becauge of the necessity for certain deviations in Armmy funding and logistical
regulations., In order to continue the support of paramilitary forces through
Department of the Army channels, these deviations were anoroved under OPERATION
SWITCHBACK. The Army Counterinsurgency Support Office (USACISO) was established,
initlally under Gl, USARYIS, on 27 February 1963 to effaect support of OFERATION
SWITCHBACK through tri-service sunply depots and local orocuremsnt and to ac-
count for the out-of-country PARASOL SWITCHLACK funds. In-country funds for
procurement and salaries were received from CSD and accountad for by USASF,

d. Development through 196L:

i (1) The program made initial success ir. an experimental effort with the
Rhade tribe of Darlac Province in II CTZ, By 1 February 1963, U.S. Special
Forces A Detachments wers located in all four Corps Tactical Zones at approx-
imately 25 operational CIDG camp sites, There was a control B Detachment at
esch of the Corps Headquarters. By August 1963, USASF detachmants, working
through counterpart Vietnamese Special Forces units, had trained and armed
1h,6L5 Strike Force (CIDG) and 37,918 Hamlet Militia. On 26 October 1963, USASF
in Vietnam were assigned an additional mission, the responsibility for the

; Special Handling Requirad
. ot Releasable to Foreign
| Rationalas,

GROUP-}4
Downgraded at 3 year intervals:
Declassified after 12 years.

. Incl L to Stk SFCA CRLL for Quarter Ending 33 April 1968
S CRETY
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Border Surveillance (BS) Program which had started in June 1962 wmder the
operational control of CSD, TUnits in this progran had previcusly bsen called
*Trailwatchers®, and later "Mountain Scouts"™., Parsonnel from the Border sur-
veillance and Mountain Scout units were integrated into Strike Forcea and !
other wits. In November 1963, there was a total of four BS CIDO camp sites, :
By mid-196L the total had incre sed to 1B, which was cne half the total CIDG

camp sites staffed by USASF, ThLe trend for the establishment of camps closar

to the border areas had begun,

{2) Aithough CSD directed the program up to 1 July 1963, from the begin-
ning the actual field operations were carried out by Spacial Forceg personnel
with the first regular detachments being deployed 4in March 1962, Up to Oc-
tober 196L, these detachments were deployed to RVN for six months temporary
duty from Okinawa (lst Special Forces Group), and CONUS (Sth and 7th Special
Forces Groups). After October 196L, 811 personnel were deployved on permanent
change of station (PCS), Headquarters, USA Special Forces (Provisional) (Viet-
nam) was established in Saptember 1962 in Saigon to ccmmand the Spseial Forces
detachments on TDY in the RVN, The personnel sssigned to the headquarters
were on a 7CS basis, In May 1963, the headquarters was moved to Nha Trang and
in October 196k, was reorganized as HQ, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborme),

2. (8) Growth and Development of the CIDG Program, 196l - 1968:

a. General: BSince 196k, the CIDG program has expanded tremendously as
reflected by the statistlcs at inclosure 1. The number of CIDG camps has
expanded from 25 in 196l to the present total of 6li. The total number of
CIDG in the program has increased from approximately 20,000 to L2,962, A
correspendirg increase in personnel (USASF and VNSF), administrative, logis-
tical, and financial suppo:t was therefore necessary. Tactics changed and
new concepts were employed during the period, Target dates were established
for the eventual transfer of control of the CIDG program to RVNAF, but could
not be realized. The deployment of US conventional forces to RVN in 1945 af-
fected both CIDG operations and the logistican system, During the enemy TET
offensive in January and February 1968, the CIDG forces demonstirated that they
had developed into the effective paramilitary force envisioned in 1961. The
chronological sequence of significant events and activities found at inclosure
2 reflects the gradual growth and development of the CIDG propram, tacties,
organization; concepts employed, and successes and failures during the period
1 January 196L to April 1968,

be CIDG Logistical Support:

(L) There have teen few basic changes in the logistical system since 196l;
however, these changes have significantly increased the flexibility and respon-
siveness of the logistical system. In 196l, supplies and equipment were de-
Tivered directly from the Logistical Support Center (LSC) in ¥ha Tramg by airv,
IST, and moior convoy to all detachments except A and B detachments in I Corps
Tactical Zone, Detschment C-1 in Da Nang acted as a forward supoly point (FSP)
for all elements in I CTZ, C Detachments in II;, III, and IV CTZ di4 not act
as forward supply points, Today there are five FSP's, one located at each of
the four C detachmen’ sites and one at Detachment B-23, Ban Me Thout. Each

¢0
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¥SP maintalnsg a 15 day stockage level of all supplies and equipment and is
responzible for supplying gubordinate detachments within their Corps area.
The FSP at Flailu supports the camps in the northern poriion of I Corps whils
the F3P at Ban Me Thout directly supports the southern half, There are three

principal advantages which have accrued from the forward supply point conceptbs

il

sy e

() Mayximum vtilizaticon of aireraft is realized.

S, T

(b) Order-to-ship time from the detactments is reduced,

(¢) There is now a disversion of bulk supvlies which roduces the concen-
tration of supplies at the ISC,

(2) In 196k the USACISO furnished about 80 percent of all supplies, and
the remainder was obtained from the U3 Army Support Command and local sources,
However, with the buildup of US Forces in Vietnam in 1965-1966, many items
which were being ovdercd from (kinawa were readily awsilabla from depots of th
ist Legistical Command. As a result, an inter-service support agreement (ISSA
was established between the Sth Specisl Forces Group and USARV, There was an
ISSA already in effect with the Haval support activity in I CTZ, Under the
provisions of this agreement; common class I, II, ITI; IV, and V items are now

vawn on & reimbursable £411 or kill basis (no dve outs established) from the
1s% Logisticel Command., Most clasz T supplies are obtainad in-country with

the exception of indigenous patrol rations and canned foods which are purchased
in Japan. Class I and IV supplies are procurred from two sources, USACLSO
{the primary scurce), and throush the I33A, Class III products are obtained
in-country on a reimbursable basis ss is most clasa V, An additional source

of supply, which wag also avsliablie in 196k, is local purchase. Regardless

of the source however; all supnliss excent local 5th SFGA mnrchases are paid
for by USACISO from PARASOL SWITCKBACK runde,

(3) Supplies are delivered irom the LSC to the FSP’s by hoth water and
air, but are no longer deiivered by moior convey, Motor eonvoys are utiiized,
however, on a limited bhasis to transtfer supniies from the F3P to the subordinate
detachments when air mevement or air drop is not available or possible., Average
monthly tonnage shipped frowm the LSC inetudes 2,10 tons air landed, €1 tons
air dropped, and 1,070 tons sea 1ift. Any camn in-country can be emergency
regupplied within three hours uging nre-rigred emerpency bundles located both
at the LSC and the forward sunply points.

T P Ty v A R AR O P T B o T R I AU T TR S A EIO 0 T 2y A g i e
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¢. CIDG Organization:

(1) CIDG Caup Strike Force and Combat Reconnaissance Platoons: In 196l
a CIG Iight Guerrilla Comoary (150 CING personnel) consisted of three rifle
platcons and one weapons platoon, Precently, the eqnivalent eompany,; now re-=
ferred to ag a Camp Strike Force Company, consists of 132 CIDG alsc formed inte
taree rifle platoons and a weapons platoon, Besides the reduction in personnel,
the maiu change in the organization of the CIDG company has occurred in the
weapons authorized, (Sse charts at inclosure 3.) In January 1966 (TOE 3-66),
& combat reconnaissance platoon (CRP) of 3l CIDG was anthorized each CIDG camp
to add flexibility and a reronnaissance capability, This additional force,

N R TR VI R
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besides giving the camp an additional capability, compensated for the reduc-
tion in manpower per CIDG company. A second CRP par CIDG cemp was authorized
on 1 Feb 1967,

(2) Mobile Strike Fovce:

(a) The most significant chanse in the organization of the CIDG occurred
during the summar of 1965 when the Mike Force now (Mobile Strike Force) was
established, The need for some type of special force toc react to emergencies
encountered by the small Spucial Forces camps in XI CTZ was realized eArly
and on 16 October 1964 and "Eagle Flicht" detachment was formed at Pleiku. It
consisted of five USASF personnel TDY from the lst SFGA and 36 Rhade Tribesmen.
The Hontagnards were trained in the vsrious Specisal Forces skills and even re-
ceived the ground portion of jump training to include tha equivalent of the 3L
foot tower training, (However, at that tims the USASF were specifically not
authorized to allow the Rhades to conduct actual jumpu.) Because the "Eaple
Flight" personnel were more hiphly skilled than the regular CIDG soldier, 2
special (higher) pay scale was approved and overall grade level was also hirher.
A hazardous duty pay of 1000 piasters a month was also authorized, Armed with
M2 carbines and with the direci support of six "slick" helicopters and thres
gunships from Camp Holloway, the "Eagle Flight" successfully performed recon-
naissance and search and seizure misaions; bul were mnst effectively utilized
as a reaction force in support of camps under attack and friendly elements
caught by enamy ambushes, Sometimes they served as a blocking force and some-
times as a pursulng force, M"Eagle Flight" was entirely mobile,

(b) When the 5th SFG arrived in-country in October 196L, the smportance
of the Eagle Flight mission as a resction force was immediately recogmized,
Plans began to be formulatéd to forn a reaction force for each of the four Corps
areas, The Mike Force was the result. The name "Mike Force" originated from
the phonetic alphabat "Mike™ for the "M" in Mobile Force, Mike Force wunits
were committed as an overt conventional force designed to supplement thes of-
ferisive power of the Special Forces effort.,

{¢) The organizational structure and mission of the Mike Force, when it
was established in August 1965, is depicted at inclosure L, This structure
was slightly changed by the time the first Mike Force TOXE wag published in
Jamiary 1966. This TOXE provided for a separate recon platoon of 19 men rather
than three separate six-man recon squads for each of the three rifle squads.
The total authorized strength of the Mike Force Comnany w-as also increased
from 185 to 198, In mid-1966 another concept of cmployment of the Miks Force
evolved, the Mobile Guerrilla Force (MGF) concept. A Mobile Guerrilla Task
Force consisted of one USASF A Detachment (Command and Control), one 150 man
Mobile Guerrilla Company (Mike Force trained in ruerrilla warfare), and one
3l man Gombat Reconnaissance Platoon, The force was capable of operating in
remote areas previously considered VC/NVA safe areas for periods of 30 te &0
days. Its mission included: border surveillance, interdiction of enemy in-
filtration routes, and the conduct of both reconnaissance and Combat operations.
The concept of operations called for the CRP to deploy into the area of opsr-
ation shead of the Mobile Guerrilla Company. The Mpbile Cueriilla Compsny
would then deploy and react to intelligence furnished by tha CRP, These oper-
ations were called "Blackjack" operations, The first MGF operation, Blackjack
21, was initiated in SW Kontum Province on 13 October 1946 after five weeks of
planning and preparation. The operation ended on 10 November 1966 and was a
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total success resulting in LS VC/NVA KIA and several infiltrrtion routes, base
camps, and caches located, MGF Blackjack operations continued to be succeasful.
The evolntion of the Mike Force continued. In mid-1567, intaegration of the MGF
and Mike Force began and in Octoter 1967 the two, together, officially became
known as the Mobile Strike Force (MSF), The missions and capabilities of both
forces wore retained, During the period of Aupust 1965 through the summsr of
1967, the MSF (formerly Mike Force) were under the unilateral command: of ‘he
USASF, At approximately the same time that the MGF and Mike For'ce merged into
the MSF, the VNSF wers alaso integrated and a joint VNSF/USASF command of the
MSF was egtablished.

(d) In December 1967 the MSF expanded to ite present authorized strength
of 8250 CIDG, 47 companies of 18l CIDG each, and organized as depicted at in-
closure L., Still unother expansion of the Mobile Strike Force has been pro-
posed and is presently under consideration, A total of 13,121 MSF soldiers,
organized into MSF companies as shown in inclosure 5, will be authorized upon
approval of this proposal. The proposal algs includes the formation of a MSF
Command and Control B Detachment for each CTZ and for the MSF country-wide re-
gerve at Nha Trang.

(3) The FY 69 budget provides for equipping the MSF, the CRP, and the CSF
with the M-16 rifle, M-60 machine pun, and the M-79 grenade launcher to bring
their firepower capability up to the level of that of the enemy.

d. Special Operations:

(1) Project Delta (Leaping Lena):

(a) On 15 May 196k, Project Delta (originally called Project Leaping
Iena was initiated as a covert operation in Vietnam. Initially Project Delta
includad one USASF A Detachment whose primary mission was to train the CILG
and YNSF in the conduct of a long range reconnaisgsance patrols (LERP), By
June 1965 the USASF had assumed a more activs role in Project Delta and detach-
ment B-52 had been orpanized for command and control, The present misslons, as
listed below in order of priority, were assumed,

1. Locate enemy units, installations and/or activitles for strategic or
tactical exploitation,

2. Cather information

3. Direct artillery/TAC AIR and conduct bomb damage agsegsment.
h. Act as Hunter Killer Teams.

5. Conduct Search and Destroy operations on limited targets,

6, Conduct Special Purpose raids.

7. To reinforce A Detachments and other units,

8, To doncudt harassing, cover and deception missions.

§3
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Pelta operations are conducted country-wlde as directed by COMUSMACY under the
operational control of the Corps Commander 3in whoge Corps the op-ration 4s
conducted, FPersonnel assts of Proiect Delta include USASF, VNSF, CIDG and one
battalion of Vientnamess Raugsrs, which are the main reaction force,

(v} In September 1965, Dctachment B-52 began a unit training orogram in
Long Range Rsconnaissance Patrol techniques for its replacement personnel,
At the request of US Conventional units, they sls¢ trained other US persoennal
in LRRP techniques., This training mission was ass'med on 15 Septemb-we 19656
by the direction of COMUSMACV,

(2) In mid-1966 Projcets Omega and Sigma (Detachments B-5G and B-56) wers
established with a mission similar to that of Project Delta.

(3) Detactment B-36 (Provisional): On 1 November 1967, the operational
control of Projects Omega and Sigma was transferred to MACSOG, Detachment
B-36 (Provisional) was organized in August 1967 to fi1l the gap in the stra-
tegical and tactical reconnaissance capabilities of II and III CTZ that would
be created by the impending transfer. Detachment B-36 reconnaissance operations
are conducted by USASF, CIIG (MSF), and conventional US (LRRP) personnel from
III CTZ,

(4) Significant Special operations conducted by Detachments B-36, B-50, B-
52 and B-56 are included 3n the significant activities/events in inclosure 2,

®. Civic Actions and Psychological Operations: The CTDG program was
initially launched to gain the loyalty and cooperation of relatively isolated
porulation groups through civic action projects and vgychological operations
as well as by training and orpanization of Strike Force units for local gecurity
of the areas. In June 196k, according to the case atud¥ on the U,S, Special
Forces CIDG mission in Vietnam conducted hy Special Operation Research Office,
(SORD), The Amorican University, the status of civiec action and psychological
operations was described as follows, "These activities continue mainly with
U,S, personnel acting as the prineipal,. rather than in an advisory role. ILack
of interest in these programs on the part of the VNSF personnel - who are gen=
erally unindoctrinated in the need for such effort - reflast the continuing
GVN attitude toward the CIDG program," The same is basically true for the
present.

(1) 1In evaluating progress made by the VNSF in areas which U,S, evalu-
ators would call civil affairs (CA}, civic action (CIVAC), or psychological
operations (PSYOP), it is important to bear in mind that the VNSF do not sub-
scribe to the same CA/CIVAC/PSYOP concents ss do the USASF, This divergence is
especially noticeable in the area of CIVAC. The VHSF in general do not activaly
oppose USASF CIVAC efforts s but they often do not agree with the U,S, approach.
In partieylar, they usuallv feel that CIVAC benefits should only be exterded
to a given group of peopie if that group is giving actual, tangibl2 assistance
to local GVN forces {e.g., information about the VC), A corclliary to this is
the feeling tWat since the CIDG are contributing es8 much or more to the GVN
sffort as any other group in the area, the CIDG should reeeive the 1ian's share

Y4
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of CIVAC benefits. Another difference in view point is the fact that U,S, ?
Forcas often tend to separate CA and PSYOP, with CIVAC as a part of the lat- !
ter, or even as a separate program., In the KVNAF, thess activities, along’ !

e < ~ -~ e (oY Y . -7 - o mnVTl b :
with cuh.?')'x"ss arc consider-d to be parvs OiI & Coor dinated wholss ths pﬂxiuical :

warfare (POLWAR) program. This fact is often not fully understood by U.S.
advisers. The PCLWAR program contains the following major sub-programs?

(a) Psychological warfare (Similar to U.S, PGYOP, less CIVAC),

(b} Political indoctrination and training.

(c¢) Social welfare (mostly oriented toward troops and troop families),
(d) Fi/comissary system,

(e) Internal security.

(£f) Press und information activities,

(g) Chaplain activities,

(2) This headquarters is unable to avaluate progress made in programs
1isted under 2a(1)(e), 2e(1)(f), and 2e(3.)(g). Propriss in ths remsining
areas includes the following:

(a) Psychological warfare: The VNSF have assumed slightly more initiative
in developing PSYOP themes Lo meet gspecific, obvious threats, PSYOP effort in
genersl has improved because of the Increased support capability of ths Lth
PSYOF Group (U.S,), ARVN PCLWAR units, which are supposed to support the VNSF,
rarely perform thelr missions., As & result, ths Lih PSTOP Group supports both
VNSF and USASF efforts.

(b) Polivical indoctrination and training: A motivation program dirécted
&t the CIDG, using civilian instruztor cadre, was in operation during 1966; how-
ever, it was discontinued in January 1967, The VNSF High Command (VNSFHC) has
showm 'particular interest in re-establishine and maintaining sach a progran,
and this i3 currently being dons es a joint project of the USASF (Sth SFUAY-.

and VNSFHC; cadre are being hired and POI are being prepared for a resumptiori- j/n
of the program. In tha field, VHSF PCIWAR personnel give lectures or perform Y A
other politicul indocirination activities, Theee ere 1limited as mueh by the el )

non-availabizity of persormel as by any other factors, VASF noiliical indop-
trination FOI and other dociments are repuleriy distributed,

(¢) Social Welfarer Tne VNSFHC has developed an active Social Welfare
section which operates in the Bha Trong arsa, This program is largely neglected
in the field because of non-zvailability of VNSF -personnel,

(d) FX/commiseary system: CIDC FPX's and cowmissaries are operative in

several CTU0 camps, and the program it heinp expanded as a joint VNGF/USASF
effort,

is
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(3) The programs cited abcve as eurrently in effact may all ve trken to
roprepent progress since 1 January 196L; however, overall the USASF adviser
continues to be the principel, rather th~~ *he adviser in these activities,

3, (8) Progress of VNSF: CINCPAC in May 1963 made this statement concerning
the CIDG concept: "wWhen the GVN is able to assume full responzibility for tha
CING program and success ig sgsured, the US personnel will bs withdrawn." Ef-
forts to integrate the CIDG program into RVNAF has thus far been unsuccessfui,

a. The procedure of converting CIDG camps to RF control proved unsatis-
factory. The CIDG program is offensive in nature and controls a TAOR by em=
ploying ageressive patrolling ection; whereas, the RF/PF misaion 1s defensive
in nature. While hostilities continue, conversion to RF/FF 1s undesirable,

b. Another course of action being tried is the transfer of camvs to VNSF
control, Three camps have been transferred to VNSF control; however, the
VNSF do not presently have sufficient numbers of qualified personnel to con-
tinue this program. The cntire VNSF Group®s resourves have been taxed to
provide three A Detachments rapable of assuming control of the camps. The
SORC study on the US Special Forces CIDG Mission in Vietnam mentioned two de-
ficienvies of the WNSF: (1) a lack of ~sntinuity of VNSF personnel in the
CIG program and (2) the character of the VNSF organization charged with the
execution of the program and the caliber of it's officer personnel. The study
cited "instances of U3 A Detachment Commanders serving under three of four
VNSF Camp Commanders in a six month tour". This situation dees not exist to-
day. Being a separate service, the VNSF has resorted to its own fom of re-
cruitment which has resulted in processing additiongl nersonnel for reasons of
political affiliation., Most of the recent replacemants are very young and in-
experienced. In addition, the majority of the VN3F officers do not possess
adequate lmowledge of tactics, administration; or logistics. Since the inte-
gration of the VNSF into the command structure of the MSF, there has been a
general deterioration in the effectiveness of the MSF., This can be attributed
tc thres factorss

(1) The fact that the MSF is composed of parsonnel from ethnic minority
groups which possess an inherent animosity and distrust of Vietnamese,

(2) The general lack of quaiified leaders within the VNSF,

{3) The fact that the VNSF many timzs refuse Lo accomvans the MSF on
combat cperations, The MSF is the tyve of organization that must be led bty
example,

¢, Presently, the training level of the averape VNSF is insufficient,
much less his ability to assume the responsihility of training the CIDG, The
VNSF NCO receives only twenty-four wecks of formal militarv training at the
VHSF Dong Ba Thin Training Center unless he is a transfer from ARVN, This
twenty-four weeks includes basic and Special Forces MOS traininp., This MCS
training is comparable in length to the shortest MOS courses raceived by
USASF personnel, However, USASF MOS courses are oriented toward senior NCO'a

16
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with an outstanding military background. The lack of adequate conventional
prior experience is felt to be the main cause of the ineffectiveness of VNSF
NCO'a, Those few VNSF NCO's who have comparsble time in service with USASF HCO's
do compare favorahle. The VNSF officers ars drawn from conventinnsal wnita by
JGS levy. It is falt that the stated inadeauacy of VNSF officer personnel is
not due to & lack of conventional formal ®ranch training, As 18 nommal when
peraonnel are assigned sgainst levies, those offirers who have mads the least
use of the formal training availeble are transferred into the VNSF, The VHSF
officer's orientation is comparable ia time-fr-me and scope to the USASF officer
orientation course. It is necessarily conducted, however, by VNSF officer
personnel who are not adequately qualified to give this training., Because of
personnel shortages and continous high emphasis on immediate operational
requirements as well as a constantly increasing scope of training require-

ments for the CIDG and VNSF, the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) has not
hud gualified porsennel free to attack this long range problem., As a result

of the recent addition of personnel to the Sth SKFGA Adviger Detachment B-S)
(The VNSF Dong Ba Thin Training Center) as well as incresgsed command emphasis
and staff supervision, notable recent progress has been made,

4. The responsibility for equipping the CIDG has been assumed entirely
by USASF and entire CIDG program is supported from PARASOL SWITCHBACK funds.
The VNSF equip and financially support only themselves and presently do not
have the capability to support the CIDG program financislly or administratively.

4. (U) Sumeary and Conclusaions: Sinca 196l the CIDG program has expanded
tremendougly and the CIDG forces have developed into the effective varamilitary
force envisioned in 1961, With the assistence of USASF advigers, the success
and the growth of the CIDG program is expected to continue,
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1, (C) Personnel Strength:

Jan 196k | Jan 1965 | Jan 1966 | Jan 1967 | Jan 1948 | Jul fI_,;;g ec}zg 196,9

BT Mrborne

Ranger Ban 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
W Auth —-— 806 806 806 677 677 636
VN ASE e 336 665 685 70 - —
VNSF X Det 24 L8 60 70 70 82 91
VN Auth ~=- 672 612 1148 1148 118 i27h
N Asg 2o 576 720 930 950 1148 1274
WSFBDet | 8 8 10 10 10 13 13
VN Auth e 200 200 325 325 325 325
VN Asg 120 200 200 220 250 325 328
VHSF C Det  [(Oct) L L b L L h b
VN Ayth e - e - —— ——— —-——
N Ase h99 1026

CIDG Compan 1e3 146 182

2., (C) CIBG Camps w/Border Surveillance Roler

TEAR 1963 | 196l | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
NUMBER b 18 ~or 1l 28 2}
GROUP-
Downgraded at 3 year intervala:
3¢ Declassified after 12 years.

Incl 1 o Texxh. W
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(Desh indicates information nect avallable or not applicabla)

3, (C) Deatachments w/sector or subsector Advisory Rola:

YEAR

196l

1965

1966

1967 1968

NUMBER

37 29

18

L. (C) Operational Results (196l - 1966 not svailable):

YRAR 1967 | 1968 (As of 1 April)
Goe cont) T | 2503

USASF KIA 91 30

VNSF KIA Ll 11

CIDG 1209 394

RF/PF 562 89

TOTAL Friendly KIA | 1996 52k

KILL RATIO 1967 1968
USASF & ENEMY 1 s 78,1 1 s 83k
TOTAL Friendly ¢ Enemy 1 ¢ 3.7 1 ¢ b8

5, (S) US Expenditures in Support of the CIDG Program:

(Expressed in millions):

FY 1963 FY 1964  FY 1965  FY 1966  FY 1967  FY 1968*
OMA 6.8 20,2 p— 15,1 63,5 76,0
PEMA b1 9,2 e 29,0 26,1 39,3
TOTAL 10.9 29, | eee- ! 0.1 85.6 115, 3
# Authorized Budget for FY 38, Q9
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS/ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY 196l TO APRIL 1968

o et o et ot s e s bt

1964t  (Mar) USASF Tactical Operations Center (TOC) and alternate head-
quarters established in Saigon, CIDG Force structure
gtandardized; TOE for a CIDG light puerrilla company es- i

tablishead,
(Apr) Indigenous Patrol Raticn developed,
(May) On 15 May, USASF A Detachments came under OPCON of the

senior US advisor in each Corps. Control exercised
through SF B Detachment.

On 15 May, Project Leaping Lena initiated in Vietnam.

(Now called Project Delta) Mission to conduct covert oper-
ations in Vietnam, USASF R Detachment trained VNSF and
CIDG personnel in techniques of long range reconnaissance

patrols

; (Jun) SWITCHBACK agsumed resporsibility for support of Project
. Leaping Lena (Delta) and MACY Studies and Observation
: Group (S0G),
i (dul) Viet Cong strongly attacked CIDG camps at Nam Dong and
; Polei Krong.
‘ (Aug) COL John Spears assumes command of USASF,
i

(Sep) Montagnards rebel against GVN in five CIDG camps in II
: CTZ
I L3
(Oct) 1 Oct 196k, Sth SFGA activated in Vietnam, Hq USASF V

changed to Hq 5th SFGA, Transitioun to PCS ordered, MC"
: Detachment established in each Corps for command and con-
. trol.

"Eagle Flight" reaction force formed in IT CTZ, Fore-
runner of tcday's Mobile Strike Ferce,

1955t  (May) Deployment of US Conventional Cambat units tc HVN initi-
atedu

A target date of 1 January 1967 was set by COMUSMACY for
attaining complete integration of the CID3 program into
the RUNAF,

(Jun) COMUSMACY approved plan to convert CIDG companies to Re-
glonal Forcez where possible.

GROUP=);
. Downgraded at 3 year intervals:

SE C R E T Declassitied after 12 yoare.
90
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g?significa.nt « ents/Activ. .1es from January 196k to April . 58 (vont'd)

(ov1) COL William A. McKean assumes command of Sth SFGA,
¢ (Aug) Mike Force eatablished on 1 August.
| ; (Sep) Project Delta USASF began LRRP training program.

: : USASF TOC moved from Saigon to Nha Trang on 10 Septembar,
1966: (Mar) Enemy attacked and overran CIDG Camp at Ashau on 11 March.

(Hay) Cluss V support from USARV begins as a result of inter-
service support agreement with the lst Logistical Command,

(Jun) COL Francis J, Kelley assumes command of Sth SFOA,

S D

"Operation Nathan Hale" jointly conducted by CIDG forces, i
1st Air Cavalry Division, and 10lst Airborne Division, '
Demonstruted the effectiveness of deployment of CIDG

troops with conventional forces.

(Aug-0Oct) Projects OMEGA and SIGMA implemented. Long Range Recon-
naissance and Intelligence gathering capabilities in-
creased in additior: to that already furnished by Project
Delta, Under OPCON of CG I Force and CG II Force V re=-
spectively.

MACV Recondo School establishied on 15 September 1966 upon
direction of COMUSMACV, Misgion: To instruct selected
personnel from US and FWMAF wnits in techniques of long
range reconnaissance p:trolling.

Mobile Guerrilla Force (MGF) Concept originated. Mission:
4 Deploy into VC dominated arsas, establish a series of se-
cret patrol bagses, and conduct border surveillance, in~
terdiction of enemy forces and installaticns within the
agsigmed A0, Composed of USASF A Detachment &nd Mike
Force soldiers. Designed as an economy of force effort
intended to project into remote areas not under ARVN/FWMAF/
CILG surveillance.

4 Camps in IV CTZ Plain of Rseds flocded by deepest flood
: in recent History, Camps continued to operate by sampan,
E Airboat and PACV operations initiated and very successful,
(Nov) IV CTZ Mike Force credited w/renderin~ ineffective a VC

Battalion in Soui Da ares, Operations eventually devel-
oped into Operation Attleboro,

Mike Forces and CIDG participate in Opns Henry Clay and
Thayer with 10lst Atm Bde and 1lst Air Cav, Div,

q
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Siznificant Bventa/Activitiss from January 196k to April 1968 {Cont'd, ;

(Nov) Mike Force and CIDG participate in Cpn "Paul Revere IV"
w/lith Inf Div,
KGF Operation Blackjact 21 in IT CT2 completed. MIF cone
cept further developed and refined.

CIDG and RF units in I CTZ participate in Opn "Rio Blanco®,
the first joint/comvined opsration in I CTZ. Other wnits
ware ARVN, VN Rangers, Korsan Marines, and U.S, Marines,

i

i
:
t
g
%
L

ramy

(Dac} Det B-50 (Project Omega) participatsd in Opn Blackhawk
in II CTZ from 12 November - 3 Dacember 66, FExtiremely

successful in gath. ring intelligence for use in planning
futurs FW@AF operutions.

1967 {(Jan) - MGF Operation Blackjack 22 completed.

Ehreg r%aw CIDG camps opened (Con Thien, Cau Song Be, and
+1a Lut,

| Operation Blackjmck L1 initiated in IV CTZ, Significant
g in driving VC out of their long secure base ares in seven
mountaing region,

(Feb) Operation Gatling (IX CTZ) conducted by 10lst Airborme
Division with CIDG and Mike Force showsd that & large
3 CIDG provisional battalion could be gathered from diverse
sources and operate as & unit within a short span of time,
Operation Sam Houston condueted by hth Infantry Division
and CING in IX CTZ., Operation Fershing conducted in IT
Fg CTZ by 1lst Cavalry Division with CIDG,

MGF expanded: Operations continue in ali four CTZ's,
Blackjack 31 completed in IV CTZ on 7 Februsry, 56 enemy
killed,

Heavy contact with battalion size NVA wits by CIVG and
Mike Force near c¢amp Bu Dop in IXI CTZ,

CIDG camps opened at To Chan and Phwoe Tay in IV CTZ.

(Mar) CIDG and Mike Force units near Bu Dop again establish
heavy contact with two NVA battalioms,

Heavy fighting involving CIDG and Mike Force against a
VC Battalion ac~ompanies opening of Camp My An in IV CTZ,

CIDG camps opened at Prek Klok and Tong Le Chon im III CTZ,

CIDG camps at Go Dau Ha, Soui Da, and Xom Cat in TIII CT2
were closed.
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Significant Bv.ats/Activit. .8 from January 1964 to April 15 . (Cen..td)

7? (2pr)

(May)

(Jun)

MGF operation Blackjack 32 (IXI CTZ) conducted 15 March -
3 April -~ 26 enemy KIA,

1st mass parachube assault by USASF and MIKE Force to
initiate operation Harvest Moon and the opening of CIDG
camp Bunard in IIT CT7,

Camp Prek Klok attacked hy estimated twe VC battelicns on
1l April, First such attack since Ashau in March 1966,

Operation Francis Marion conducted in II CTZ by Lth Infan-
try Division with OPCON over five camps.

Blackjact 12, a reconnaissance in force operation, was
conducted in I CTZ, 63 VC KIA,

ration Blackjack 32 was completed in III CTZ (27 April -
2)y May), First MGF operation employed in conjunction with
IRRP teams (Det B-S6 - Sigma), Highly effective. 320
enemy KIA,

The. first CIDG Camp (Plei Mrong) was turned over to VNSF
control and USASF detachment withdrawm on 1 May,

Camp Leng Vei (I CTZ) attacked by company size KVA force
on }; May. Enemy platoon penetrated but was ejected, Camp
suffered heavy dumage.

Camp Con Thien (I CTZ) attacked by an estimated two Bat-
talions of NVA on 8 May, Jointly defended by USMC, USASF,
and CIDG, 212 confirmed enemy killed,

Two Mike Force companies conducted a parachute assault im
seven mountains region, IV CIZ, as part of operation Black-
Jack 11 on 13 May,

CIDG from Detachment A-106 in I CTZ participated in oper-
ation ™alheur” with elements of TF Oregon, 21 enemy
killed in action credited.

In IV CTZ much effort was devoted to preparation for the
floods expected in the plain of reeds jin<September and
Cctober. A training program with smphasis on boat tactics
and operations was conducted. Camps were prepared to
conduct maximum offensive operations utiliwing airboats,
agsault boats, and sampans,

COL Jonathan F, Ladd assumss command of the Sth SFGA,

Second CIDG camp (Vinh Gia) transferred to VHSF control
on 27 Jun.
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Simificant Events,sctiv..ies from Jamary 196L to Aprii .s68 (Cont'a,

(Jun)

(Jul)

(hug)

(Sep)

(0ct)

From 10 Apr - 15 Jun, Det B-52 (Project Delta) conductsd
L7 reconnalesance operations in Aghau Valley, I CTZ2, N6
enemy KIA, Valuable irtelligence coilected on enemy
troop movements, missicns, and capabilities,

Operation Blackjack 42 completed in IV CTZ (3 Jun - 2 Jul).
Was the firsit amphibious infiitration conducted by Spacial
Forces advised elements in RVN, &0 VC KIA,

Airioat facility at Cau Lanh in IV CTZ was attacked by VC
on 3 and 4 July, The VG realize the tactlcal poteniial
of the alrboats in flooded areas,

Operation Blackjack 2L (ITI CTZ) conducted from 16 - 21
Jaly, VC regiment located, 126 enemy XIA,

CI Cemp Con Thien turned cver to USMC on 25 Jul,

CIDG cemp Tong Le Chon (ITI CTZ) repelled an attack by a
RVA regiment on 7 August. The enemy suffered 152 con-
firmed KIA,

Detarhment B-36 (Prov) was organized to furnish 1TI CTZ
with sirategic and tactical reconnaissance. Impending
transfer of OPCON of Project Sigma (B-56) to MACSOG would
othervise leave [II CTZ without adequate recon capability.

MOF Operation Blackjack 28 was completed in II CTZ (30
Jul - 22 Ayz)., Conducted in conjunction with Operation
Winfield Scott. 21 enemy KIA,

Detachment B-45 {Prov) conducted Opsration RAPIDFIRE I in
I1X CT2 (5 Sep - 22 Sep), Ll reconnaissance missions con-
ducted utilizing USASF, MSF, and US LRRP persomnzl, 3k
enemy KIA and isur caplured,

Reconnaissance op:ration March I conducted by Det B-50
(Omepa) from € Jul - 3 Sey,, 2L VC KIA, two VC captured,

Operation Ssmurai T conducted Ly Dat P52 {Dalta) in I
CTZ and included 5 reconnaismarce missions. 60 enemy
KIA, 13 captured,

CIDG camp Lac Thien (II GTZ) coaverted to RF on 1 October,
Mass parachute jump by a 59 man pathfinder team and 296

Mike Force troops was launched on 5 October to open CIDG
camp Bu Prang (II CTZ),
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Significant Ev.oatsActiviv_.s8 from §armary 196 to Ef)ril 1, o (Cewc'd)

R e

/ﬂ/ (Oct) As of 10 Octouber, the terms Mike Force and Mobile Guer-
rilla Force were changed to Mobile Strike Force. The ]
term CIDG includes Mobile Strike Forces, Camp Strike F
Forces, and Combat Reconnajssance Platcon troops.

Operation Samurai II (Project Delta) completed in I CTZ
{16 Sep - 16 Oct), 31 reconnaissance missions conducted,
29 VC KIA, 1k captured.

CING camp Tuong Hoe closed on 25 October.

e e

Project Sigma (Det Be56) conducted reconnaisance oper- ’
ation SHORTSTOP in ITII CTZ during 8 - 25 October, 117 ;
enemy killed,

CIDG camp at Loe Ninh (IIT CTZ) and elements of lst U.S.
Infantry Division, who reinforced on the 2nd day, repelled
attacks by three battalions of VCAVA from 29 Oet - 2 Nov,
Camp Loc Ninh credited with 18L enemy KIA, Full benefits

. of preparaticn made for flood operations in IV CTZ, were
not realized because heavy flooding did not occur as ex-
pected.,

CIDG camps Tanh Linh in II CTZ and Ha Tien and Tinh Bien
in IV CTZ were converted to RF on 31 October,

(Nov) OPCON >f projects Omega and Sigma (Det B-50) and (Det B-56)
transferred to MACSOG on 1 November.

On 3 Nov; a Camp Strike Force (CSF) gearch and destroy
operation from Det A-502 sstablished contact with a VO
company and was reinforced by MSF from Det A-503, Results:
23 VC KIA,

Operation Blackjack 22A was completed in II CTZ, Sue-
cessful in establishing supply chaches and cavntured large
quantlties of enemy supplies. 1 NVA KIA, two captured,

CIDG camp Binh Hung (IV CTZ) closed on 9 November,
Between 25 and 28 Nov, Data A-502 (CSF) and A-503 (MSF)

participated in the battle of IHen Khanh with the Nation-
al Police, VN Rangers, and a ROK battalion, 69 enemy KIA,

Operation RAPIDFIRE IV (Det B-36) conducted in IIT CTZ
; from 1l - 26 Nov, Task Force of 35 USASF, 20 LRRP (USs),
! and 236 MSF persomnel, Two major enemy units identified,
; One snemy baftalion base camp destroyed.

CIDG Camp Duc Hu (III CTZ) opened,

Dot B~20 officially designated as TI CTZ MSF command and ‘
i ) control detachment,
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{Dac)

(Jan)

(Feb)

(Mar)

CIDG camp Mai Tinh (II CTZ) converted on 2 December to
BF/PF, Camp Vinh Thanh (II CTZ) t{ransferred to VNSF con-
trol on 25 December, Camp Prek Klok (9 Dec), Trai Bi (18
Dec), and Hiep Hoa (30 Dec), are III CTZ camps closed on
date indicated, Camp Thien Ngon (III CTZ) opened on 8
December and on 20 December, Cemp Tisu Atar (II CTZ) opened.

DA removed balance of paymente exemntion fiom SWITCHBACK,

MSF expanded to authorize 47 companies, 18} CIDG per
companys

Operation Sultan (Project Delta) congucted in II CTZ
from 1 - 25 Dec. Task Force included, ten recon roadrun-
ner teems, three companies from ARVN 9lst Ranger Bn, and
one CIDG platoon, Located numberous trail networks and
enemy base camps.

Operation Sultan II (Project Dalta) conducted in II CTZ
from 5 Jan - 26 Jan, Located and identified local force
VC and NVA infiltrsation routes and fortifications through
Kontum Province, :

RAPIDFITE V (8 Dec - 25 Jan) conducted by Dat B-36 in III
CTZ in conjunction with the US 25th Inf Div Operation
YELLOWSTONE. Enemy losses: 353 KIA and five captured.

Camp My Dien II (IV CTZ) opensd on 2C Jan, CIDG camp Van
Canh (II CTZ) converted to RF/FF,

Enemy TET Offernsive initiated throughout RVN on 30 Jun,
CIDG forces demonstrated that they are a reliable combet
force even though the street fighting tactics they utilized
in foreing the enemy from major cities wers vastly differw
ent from the tactics in which they were trained.

CIDG Camp Lang Vei (I CTZ) overrun on 7 Feb by NVA tanks
accompanied by infantry, First combat utilization of
tanks by enemy in RVN,

CIDG Camp Katum (III CTZ) opened on 21 Fab,

GVN draft law (15 March) created an immediaie and pre-
viously unavailable recruitment potential to support ex-
pansion in the number of CTIG units,

MSF Strike Force companies expanded from b Lo & in CTZ,
9 to 12 in II CTZ, S to 7 in ITI CTZ, and from & to 10
in 1v CTZ,
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(Ap r)

Det B~k on Phu Quoc Izland closed. CIDG training center
moved from Phu Quoc to To Chau, MSF at To Chau moved to
Moc Hoa, CIDG Camp at Moc Hoa moved to Tanh Tri. Det
B-40 moved to Can Tho as command and control headquarters
of IV CTZ MSF,

Delta Falcon operations initiated in IV CTZ under command
end control of Lk STZ, Expericnces sarly succssses in
utilization of CIDG and other allied forces to furnish an
immediate reaction force capability to follow up on visual
reconnaissance sightings.

First employment of an integrated MSF and IRRP (US) task

force in II CTZ (10 Mar « 5 Apr), Ferasonnel assets from
Detachment B-20 (MSF) and E Company, US 20th Int (LRRP),
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1, The U,S, Special Forces CIDG Mission in Vietaam (U), Special Opsration
Hesearch (SORO), the American University, November 194k,

2, Cost Analysis of Cowrterinsurgency .and-Combat Operations, Viatnam 1957-
155k (V); Volumes I and TI, Research Annlysie Corporations,l June 1967.

3. USASF Operations in RVN under the CIG Program 1961-196L4 (U), Research
knalysia corporations, April 1966,

L. Interview of Colonel Scherer; Director Counterinsurgency Office Okinawa;
conducted by Lth Military History Detachment, date unknown,

S. S5th Special Ferces Group (Abn) quarterly Operational Reports/Lessons
Learmed, July 1966 through Janmary 1958,

6. Records and briefing notes of principal staff sections (S3, Sk, S5, COMPT),

HQ Sth SFGA,

7. Interview of Major Charles DNarnell (first "Eagle Flight" commander); con-
ducted by 2lst Military History Detachment, 3 November 1967,

8, Records of principal staff sections, Vietnamese Special Forces High Com-
mand,

9. Informal interviews of USASF personnsl,
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